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PREFACE. 


7 T is an incontrovertible- truth, that the 
human mind may attain a degree of perfec- x 
tion, which elevates the man as far above 
the generality of bis fellow. creatures, as 
| they are above the brute creation. Accord- 
ing to the principles of the wiſe Plato, 4 
man may diveſt himſelf of buman nature, 
and ſoar ſuperior to all the violence f 25 
| paſſions, : 


If the Sens of the late King of Prufſia, 
which have ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed him by 
the ſurname of the Great, have raiſed him 
in the ſcale of buman excellence, it is chiefly _ 
owing to a ſevere habit of ſtudy, and a re- 
tired education, Deprived of the pleaſures 
of a court, and prompted by the vigour of 
his genius, he naturally purſued, and ac- 
quired thoſe ſublimities, which rendered him 


A's: formidabl: 15 


iv Pe. 
formidable as a king; reſpectable as à citi- 
zen of the world; and beloved as a father 
of his ſubje#s. In theſe qualities be ſtands 
unparallelled in modern hiſtory. A foarm 
of ſuperficial obſervers, indeed, have, from 
_ their own fantaſtic opinions, attributed to 
him a number of failings, which (paradox 
as it may appear) aroſe entirely from the 
ſuperiority of his wiſdom. The greater part 
of charaftermongers may be allowed as com- 
petent judges of the King of Pruſſia's con- 
duct, as theſe politicians, who, by the fire- 
fide of a coffee-houſe, cauſe greater revolutions 
in empires, kingdoms, and ſtates, in the 
ſpace of one hour, than all the powers on 
earth are able to effect through a whole 
century. | | 


By ſome be is blamed, for the many wars 
he carried on; but let us aſk the con- 
: templating philoſopher, the rigid moraliſt, 
and even the pious chriſtian, whether Fre- 
 derick the unrivalled, would ever have de- 
ſerved the endearing names of protector of 

2, Re e his 
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his country, and father of his ſubjects, if, 
by his ſuperior penetration and ſctilful ma- 
neuvres, be had not fruſtrated the deſigns of 
his numerous enemies ; who, jealous of his 
grandeur, combined for the ruin of the houſe 


of Brandenburg, together with the inva- 


fron and uſurpation of all the Pruſſian domi- 
nions * That ſuch were the deſigns of his 

enemies, is not mere allegation, but has been 
proved by fads; which thoſe who are 
acquainted with the true hiſtory of his 
wars, muſt be convinced of. Was it then 
owing to his tyranny, or to his wiſdom, 
that he prepared to brave the ſtorms ga- 
thering over his bead, by commencing thoſe 
wars which he foreſaw would be declared 


againſt him, and wht ch he could not avoid | 


by any honorable means ? 


Tf we look into the great volume of the 
univerſe, how many circumſtances in naturs 
will ſtrike a ſuperficial obſerver as pending 

evils, without ever ſuppoſing that tbe 
| divine Author of all things intended thoſe 
| AS > ſeeming © 
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ſeeming evils to prevent greater, or to pro- 
mote real bleſſings. I we may judge of 
cauſes by their conſequences, the enlightened 
Frederick walked hand in hand with wiſdom 
and juſtice, whether in his martial or his 


civil exploits. But ſuch is the perverſeneſs 


of the buman underſtanding, that from a 
ſeeming or neceſſary evil (let the conſequences 
reſulting therefrom be ever ſo ſalutary) the 
opinion of every public character is generally 
formed. The judges of Frederick have, in 
numberleſs inſtances, ſtigmatized his conduct, 
although ignorant, both of his real virtues 
in domeſtic, and his aftuating motives in 


public life. Many have attacked him for 


irreligion, merely becauſe be was not a vio- 
lent, nor public advocate for ſectariſin. But 
let us aſk the good and enlightened of every 
religion (for to queſtion bigots would be uſe- 
leſs), whether the hopes of rendering bis 
ſubjects happier, by a more flrif deportment 
than be diſcovered, might not have checked 


that riſing flame of religious liberty, which 


ſeems to have already ſpread its ſalutary in- 
fluence over otber nations; and (if hope 
| could 


\ 
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could operate) would extend itſelf is warm 
the heart, and animate the mind of every 
human being? According to the too general 
ſenſe of religion, we can ſcarcely be eſteemed 
pious, without appearing over zealoujly at- 
tached to one particular faith, by execrating 
the opinions of thoſe who differ from us ; 
 <obereby chriſtian benevolence has already 
been unhappily confined in too narrow a 
compaſs. Hiſtory, alas! affords. us many 
woeful examples, of religious princes having 
ſacrificed the blood of millions, to an incon- 
fiderate zeal for a faith, of which they fre- 
quently knew not either the origin or the 
principles. 


If ftiritt piety in private individuals, 
tends to generate happineſs, and maintain 
a proper ſubordination ; without which, the 
order of mankind would be thrown into 
anarchy and confuſion ; ſurely a ſtrict mora- 
lity in a ſovereign, though unincumbered by 
hypocriſy, not only promotes the proſperity 


E tis ſubjetts, but eſtabliſhes the welfare of 


human nature, and reconciles to each other, 
| | men 


„ 
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men of all countries, languages and com- 
plexions, by inſpiring them with nn. 
benevolence. 


But we ſhall detain our enlightened readers 
nao longer with reaſons ſufficiently plain to com- 

mon ſenſe; but expreſs only our ſincere regret, 
that time has not permitted us to arrange the 
anecdotes of this monarch in a chronological 
order, for they were originally publiſhed in 
eight different volumes, and at deſultory pe- 
riods. Nor can we ſufficiently lament that 
the peculiar idiom of the language, from 
which the anſwers and repartees have re- 
ceived their brilliancy, has often obliged us to 
leave out many intereſting ſubjefts ; as 8 
tranſlation would not merely have deprived 
them of their original force, but rendered 
_ them totally infipid. 


F curioſity ſhould ever call forth a ſecond 5 
edition of this work, every tranſaction ſhall 
be arranged chronologically, and theſe vo- 
lumes enlarged in a manner intereſting to 
the ee, the ſtateſman, and the facial 
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FREDERICK rar GREAT, | 


Late KING or PRU SSI A. 


A 
#70 4 Ln be 0 


* ” 


HE King of Pruſſia was of a mid- | 
ling ſtature, very proportionably 
formed. In his juvenile years he had a 
genteel addreſs, and that agreeable neg- 
ligence in his figure which is generally 
ſtyled grace: but in his more advanced 


age. his body leaned n forward, 
B and . 2 


1 
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and his head rather inclined to the right. 
His. conſtitution, naturally not one of the 
ſtrongeſt, was hardened by corporeal ex- 
erciſes, which even in his decline were 
not neglected. 


He boaſted a pair of large fine blue 
eyes, and his glances were ſo penetrat- 
ing, that he on whom they were caſt, 
was certainly affected by them; nay, the 
moſt courageous could not always remain 
indifferent thereto, but evinced by an out- 
wardembarraſſment, ſome inward emotion. 
His mouth, and the motion of his lips, 
were in his youth exceedingly agreeable, 
but the loſs of his fore teeth cauſed rather 
an elderly. appearance in his otherwiſe 
lively countenance. Though there are 
many likeneſſes exiſting of him, and ſome 
of them rather ſtriking, yet it is impoſ- 
ſible to form an accurate judgment of his 
expreſſive phyſiognomy merely by his 
pictures. Whenever he ſpoke, his fea- 
TA : | tures 
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tures verde animated to a | degree of 


aſtoniſhment. 


Never did the ſoul of man operate 
quicker and more forcibly upon any coun- 
tenance, than upon his; and never was this 
more viſible or more expreſſive, than 
when he liſtened to muſic. The expreſ- 
| fion of his face changed with the ſwifteſt 
paſſages of the tunes, and diſcovered the 


greateſt and quickeſt ſuſceptibility. It is 6 


therefore to be leſs wondered at, that he 
was one of the greateſt performers on 
the German-flute of his time. On this 


inſtrument he expreſſed the tender and 


affectionate ſenſibilities in adagios with 
enchanting ſoftneſs. Few only have had 
the pleaſure of hearing him; for the ac- 


ceſs of a ſtranger, without particular pre- 


vious order, was never permitted in the 


concerts, where he himſelf [performed 3 4K 


with ſome choſen amateurs. 


Da. Een 
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Even when in the field and enjoying: 


ſome reſt, he daily played one hour the 


concertos of Mr. Quantz, or thoſe of his 


own compoſing; and that with ſuch a 
promptitude, as if the flute had been his 
ſole ſtudy. | 


The tone of his voice in converſation 
was the cleareſt and moſt agreeable tenor 
imaginable; and when he commanded 
his troops, his voice was ſtrong, and intel- 


_ © ligibleeven at a great diſtance. He con- 


verſed much, and expreſſed himſelf with 


5 a fluency that correſponded with the 


_ volition, of his ideas. The talent of 
giving quick, witty, or obliging anſwers 
and repartees, he poſſeſſed in the higheſt 
perfection. Though the fair ſex were 


not his greateſt favourites, yet he always 
behaved to them with a natural polite- 


neſs, and was generally much pleaſed 


Js 


and lively in the company of ladies of 


merit. 


His 


n) 


His dreſs was ſimple; and when at- 
tended by his ſuite, he diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf by a plain blue coat. He generally - 
wore a large cocked hat with white fea- 
thers, the left fide above his eyebrows, fo 
that the fore corner came nearly round 
to his right ſide, 


In the beginning of his reign his clothes 
were always very neat and genteely fitted; 
on the great gala and wedding days, he 
was moſtly dreſſed in rich gold or ſilver 
ſtuffs with brilliant buttons; but after the 
ſeven years war he wore a uniform; and 


on extraordinary court days a blue velvet 


ſuit, richly embroidered with ſilver. 
hs 0 
The king's time was generally ſpent in 
the following manner: After riſing in 


the ſummer at four, and in the winter 


at five o'clock, the ſervant attending the 


week ſhaved him, and combed his hair 


whenever he did not dreſs himſelf; which 
, time 
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time he never allowed to exceed five or 5 | 
VP Aix minutes, and his whole toilet was finiſh- '- 
A ed in a quarter of an hour. His hair be- 
hind he wore en queue, and on the ſides 
in negligent curls, but moſtly very un- 
* equally powdered. (The king never wore 
a night-cap, but ſlept either in a round 
Hat, or with a handkerchief tied round his 
hair). The adjutant entered next, and | 
delivered a report of all travelling perſons 7 
0 who had entered and paſſed the gates of . 
Potſdam. If he found any acquaintances, : 

or remarkable perſons among them, he 
appointed a certain hour for their attend- 
. ance at his palace, gave him ſome further Ei} 
orders, and diſmiſſed him. After this he A 4 

* . drank his chocolate, ſhut himſelf in his | N 
| cloſet till ſeven; where he found the let- 
| ters from Potſdam, Berlin, and all the 2 | 
Pruſſian dominions, in one place; and all | 
the foreign letters in another.—He open- CY 
ed and read them all. On thoſe which 

ed in Fae TIE his 


? 
„* ated ts. 
= * 
. 
, — 


(23) 


; | | his cabinet counſellors were to anſwer, he 
12 made his remarks in the margin in a fer 
words, and kept thoſe which he intended 
himſelf to anſwer in a ſeparate drawer. 
From eight, or half after eight till ten, he 
held conferences with his cabinet counſel- 
lors. After this till near eleven, he enter- 
tained himſelf with his generals and other 
ſtaff officers of his ſuite, about news, 
politics, and military affairs, ſhewed them 
his plans for manceuvring, &c. Then 
took an airing on horſeback; but this 
he only did three times a week; and the 
other days went to the parade, reviewed 
2 his troops, commanded in perſon, and 
4 Fl manceuvred them. In fine weather he 
T exerciſed his guards and other regiments 
AK in the environs of the city for an hour, 
175 and often longer. After this inſpected 
his new buildings, attended by a pag, or 
Ss agutant, and then repaired ta A 1 — 
| | where he found his company for dither: . | 
aſſembled...” 55 85 
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aſſembled. Thoſe with whom he hap- - 
pened to fall in- converſation firſt, at- 
tended him in. the garden, or in rainy 
weather walked with him in the gallery, 
till one o'clock, when they ſat down to 
dinner preciſely. This conſiſted generally 
of eight diſhes; four of which were pre- 
pared after the French manner, two after 
the Italian, and the reſt after the king's 
own choice. Each of* theſe diſhes was 
Prepared by a particular cook, who had 
an aſſiſtant, and kitchen to himſelf, a 
order that he might not complain of 
want of time, if any thing happened to 
be amiſs. Dinner laſted till half paſt 
three, when the king withdrew to ſpeak 
with thoſe who were appointed to attend. 
No drawing rooms were ever held at the 
palace of Sansſouci, which was the 
uſual reſidence of the king. If any am- 
baſſador, or other ſtranger, deſired an 
audience, he was obliged to ſignify it in 
: writing; 


4 
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writing; and if permiſſion was not oranted | 
in twenty-four hours, it was a ſure ſign 
that the king did not wiſh to ſee him, 


Having diſpatched theſe viſitors, the 
cabinet counſellors attended with an- 
ſwers to the letters given them in the 
morning ; which he peruſed, figned, and 


had them ſealed and directed in his pre- 


ſence. At ſix o'clock all buſineſs was 
concluded. From fix to ſeven he played 
on his flute, either alone or accompanied, 
or gave concerts; after which he retired, 
and in the ſummer took a walk, but in 
the winter had authors of merit read 
before him till eight o'clock. He fre- 


. quently took the book from the reader, 


and read himſelf with a loud voice, for 


| half an hour together. Next he went in- 


to his bedchamber, where he found his 


friends, with whom he converſed very 
familiarly. When they left him, the 


| head. 
a — * 
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head cook attended with the bill of fare 
for the following day: which he altered 
at pleaſure. All the accounts of his 
kitchen, liveries, ſtables, in ſhort of his 
whole houſehold, were examined by him- 
felf, in ſuch a manner that —_— could 
eſcape his notice. 

His company always conſiſted of lite- 
rati and beaux-eſprits. The king wiſhed 
to introduce as much as poſſible in the 


circle of his friends, the freedom of conver- 
fation, and an entire equality; and thoſe 


who ſurrounded him endeavoured their 
utmoſt to effect both. None in the whole 
circle knew how to keep an uninterrupt- 
ed converſation alive with ſo much energy 


of ſpirit as the king himſelf. In his com- 


pany every one was allowed to be witty 


which by the bye is a rare example among | 
| perſons of his high rank and dignity. 


One "op he ſaid” to the Abbot Baſtini, 


ah: When | 


- 
— — 


, 
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„ When you have obtained | the | po- 
piſh crown, which by your exemplary 


and pious life you may very probably 


acquire, pray in what manner will you 
receive me, when I come to do homage 
to you at Rome?” © Defire the Black 
Eagle to come in,” I will ſay, replied 
the Abbot, © let bis wings protect the 


CHURCH ; but his beak ſpare the Pops.” ' 


From the king's aſtoniſhing activity 
and penetration, it was natural to imagine 
that he required the former from all who 
had any immediate bulineſs with him. To 


thoſe who were faithful, and expeditious 


in the diſpatch of their \duty, he was a 
good and very reaſonable malter. 
who had been many years about we per- 
ſon aſſures us, that no man was better 
able to judge of what might reaſonably 


be required from his ſervants? abilities, 
and that neyer maſter could haye been 


leſs 
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leſs capricious or contradictory in his 
commands than this monarch. 


It is true that he had his favourites: 
but they never participated in the affairs 
of government; nor did they ever acquire 
the leaſt influence over his reſolutions 
and undertakings. Many of theſe fa- 
vourites were his friends in the real ſenſe 
of the word. Among thoſe who were 
particularly honoured with his eſteem 
and confidence, lieutenant general count 
de Rothenburgh ſtood the foremoſt; for, 
during his whole life, the king could 
not be without his company; and even 


during the laſt illneſs of the general, he 
often ſat for hours together near his bed. 


On receiving the report of his death, the 
king ran inadvertently half. dreſſed from 


his palace at Berlin to the general's 


houſe - wept over his body, ordered one 
of his veins to be opened, and he himſelf 


held the baſon; but when he perceived 


all 


affairs, as a proof of a great mind. 
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all remedies ineffectual, he returned in 

tears, ſhut himſelf up in his apartment, 
and remained for ſome days quite alone, 

to pay a full tribute to nature, in bewail- 

ing the loſs of a beloved friend. 


The king joined qualifications which 
are ſeldom found together, for even in 
this, his admirable genius was an excep- 
tion to moſt others. With a mind ca- 
pable of comprehending the greateſt ob- 
jects he could condeſcend to the moſt 
minute: and with the ſtricteſt perſeve- 
range his active genius purſued a con- 
ſtant train of buſineſs. 

The powers of his ſoul were arranged. 
in the moſt accurate and moſt beautiful - 
ſymmetry. There are many who con- 
' fider the want of memory in minute 


Frederick however, recollected the ſmall- 
eſt circumſtances. Soldiers who had ſer- 
2 | ved 8 
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ved in his regiment when heir appa- 
rent, he knew at the firſt ſight, after a 
ſpace of fourteen years. To the aſto- 
niſhment of his officers, he often at the 


reviews recollefted certain men after 


ſeveral years, and enquired for them. 


Not long ago a corporal was to 


have been provided for ; but when a 
decree for that purpoſe was iſſued, and 
laid before the king to ſign, he, "inſtead 
of putting his ſignature to the ſame, 


painted a gibbet with a perſon hanging 


thereon : for he perfectly remembered,” 
that on a certain occaſion this man had 
behaved exceedingly ill, and therefore 
deemed him unworthy of the intended 
employment. — — 
In the year 1775, the king conver- 
ſing once about the troubles and fa- 


tigues he had endured in the laſt war; 


recollected, that one day, when almoſt 


ſtarved with cold, a common ſoldier of 


the 


— — 
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the regiment of the prince of Pruſſia; 
had with the greateſt expedition poſ- 
ſible made a large fire, by which he 
found himſelf very much comforted, 
I promiſed the man ſome gratuity, ſaid he, 
and do not remember I gave it him; in the 
hurry of the troubles it ſlipt my memory, and 
¶ have never thought of it fince ; 1 ſhould 
iſh to know whether the man is yet living? 
The general in whoſe regiment the ſol- 
dier then ſerved, ſignified the fame to 
his majeſty, as alſo that he had been pro- 
moted to a corporal. At this the king was 
much rejoiced, ordered a conſiderable 
ſum of money to be paid to him, and 
gave him the Reverſion of a profitable 
poſt in the exciſe department. 


The unremitting and ſtrict attention 


of the King of Pruſſia, is perhaps un- 


paralleled among men, and is one of the 


moſt remarkable traits in his extraordi- 


nary character. That degree of indu- 
2 ſtry, 


4 


ty 
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ſtry, which a man endowed with the great- 


eſt intellectual power may beſtow on cer- 
tain occaſions, employed the king in the 


courſe of forty-ſtx years; without ſuf- 
fering himſelf to be interrupted in his 


plan for one ſingle day, either by plea- 
ſure, indulgence, chagrin, or — 
ment. 


As his age and infirmities increaſed, 


it happened once that he ſlept a little 


longer than he deſigned to do; this 
vexed him ſo much, that he order- 
ed his valets de chambre to wake him 


every morning preciſely at four o'clock, 


and not ſuffer him to fall aſleep again, 


whatever he might ſay to them. Not 


long after, a newly appointed valet en- 
tered the king's bed chamber to execute 
his commands: LET ME LAY A LIT» 
LE LONGER,” ſaid the king © ror Iam 
EXCEEDINGLY SLEEPY ! ** Your majeſty 
ordered me to call you at this hour. 
A ONLY 


& * * 
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„ONLY A QUARTER or AN HOUR LONGER | 
I say”—Not one minute your majeſty : 
it is paſt 4 o'clock, and I will not be ſent 
away in this manner.—* You ARE A 
BRAVE FELLOW,” exclaimed the king, ri- 
ſing Fox you WOULD HAVE FARED Hb 
| IF YOU HAD SUFFERED ME TO SLEEP ANY, 
LONGER.” 


A travelling gentleman, who had been 
but a ſhort time at Potſdam, took a walk 
one morning early without the gates 
of the city. At ſome diſtance he diſco- 
vered a troop of ſoldiers manceuvrings 
and directed his courſe towards them; 
where he perceived an officer on horſeback 
(whom he believed to be the major) ex- 
ceedingly buſy in riding through the 
files and inſtructing the common ſoldiers: 
but when the ſtranger approached, he 
was not a little ſurpriſed to find the king 
himſelf in the perſon of the ſuppoſed 
major. He had his ſword drawn, and 
175 C continued 
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continued the exerciſe for an hour lon- 
ger, with the zeal of a young officer wh 
is ſtriving to gain the attention of his 


commander. The ſtranger could not 
help ſignifying his ſurpriſe to one of the 


officers, ' that the king beſtowed ſuch 


pains on this ſmall number of ſoldiers, 
and that upon the whole, he allowed him- 


ſelf ſo little reſt. He does enjoy reſt,“ 


anſwered the officer; © but it is only from 


ten in the evening till four in the morning 3 
all his other -hours are full of exerciſe ei- 


ther mental or corporal; or both together. 


The preſent is only a relaxation from 'a 


preceding three hours buſineſs" in the 

qo 
The Ae liner remarked, on 
ſeeing the king's library in the palace 
at Potſdam, that it was one of the beſt he 
had met with during his travels, and ſe- 
lected with the fineſt rafte ; and was agree- 
ably Furpriſed' to hear i it was of the king's 
Own 
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own chooſing. He alſo begged to ſee 
the royal wardrobe : which conſiſted of 
two blue coats faced with red, one of 
them had its lining almoſt worn out; 
two yellow or buff coloured waiſtcoats 
very much ſtrewed with Spaniſh ſnuff; 
three pair of yellow breeches, and one 
blue velvet uniform of the guards rich- 
ly embroidered with filver. How ſeldom 
are ſuch libraries, and (ſtill more ſel- 
dom) ſuch wardrobes, to be found in 
palaces ! | 


- This great king reſided the greateſt part 
of the year at Sansſouci, without any guard; 
and with but few attendants, If we con- 
ſider that he who lept thus unguarded, 
was an arbitrary monarch, guided only by 
his own enlightened underſtanding, and 
governing thouſands by the dictates of 

his unreſtrained- will alone, regardleſs of 
the hatred or diſpleaſure of any claſs 
of men whatever, his greatneſs of ſoul 
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and equity of conduct muſt become alike 
the objects of our admiration and eſteem, 


Hie had a great taſte for painting as 
well as for other polite arts, and was in- 
deed a real connoiſſeur. He never enquired 
whether a piece was the production of 
a Raphael, Guido, or Corregio: but 
expreſſed himſelf freely, and openly pre- 
ferred the work of a more modern, or leſs 


celebrated artiſt, if he himſelf could nd 
its f beauties. 


It is one of the moſt agreeable amuſe- 


ments to an obſerver, to follow the un- 
ſubdued: hero in his domeſtic and private 


life, and there to trace his pliant heart, 
and all thoſe little, ſocial, inclinations 


which mark a tender ſoul. Among the 


6 
. 


latter, his fondneſs of dogs deſerves to be - 


mentioned, for he was exceedingly; par- 
tial to theſe good natured and faithful 
animals. He hs kept a number 
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of ſmall leather balls in his cabinet, 
which he ſuffered theſe faithful com- 
panions to play with. If they were 
ill, he ordered them to be carefully 
attended to. One of theſe four- 
legged favourites accompanied him every 
where, in his firſt campaigns. At one 
time, when quite alone, he had ventured 
himſelf too far, he unexpectedly diſco- 
vered a troop of Pandours coming up 
the road, whom he could not avoid by 
any other means, than by concealing him- 
ſelf under the arch of a bridge thrown 

over a pretty large ditch. In this diſ- 
agreeable . ſituation he was hid from 
every one, and had ſeemingly nothing 
to apprehend, except the'barking of his 
little greyhound ſhould betray him to 
the Pandour-horſemen paſſing the ſaid 
bridge; but the animal, as if ſenſible 
of its maſter's danger, preſſed herſelf 
cloſe to his perſon, without making the 
C 3 leaft 
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leaſt noiſe. Soon after, the king met 
general Rothenburgh, to whom he ſmi- 
lingly preſented little Biche as one of his 
moſt faithful friends. Not long after 
this, in the battle near Soor, the poor 
dog fell into the hands of the Auſtrians 
along with the king's baggage. The 
lady of general Nadaſti took it, and 
was after many ſolicitations, with great 
difficulty prevailed upon to return the 
ſame to its royal owner. The king fat « 
writing juſt when Biche was brought 
back to the palace. Rothenburgh foftly 
opened the apartment, and Biche en- 
tering unperceived jumped upon the 
table, ſtood before the king, and laid 


her fore-legs round his neck, which 


ſo much rejoiced her maſter, that the tears 
gliſtened in his eyes. A little monu- 
ment has been erected in the palace 
of Sansſouci to the memory of this 
faithful creature; and her progeny re- 
9 mained 
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mained about. the the king's * till 
he died. | 


Notwichſtanding this ſoftneſs, his per- 
fonal bravery ſtrongly evinces that the 
man with the tendereſt ſoul is not the 
leſs a hero; but his perſonal courage never 
degenerated into a. tempeſt. He always 
diſplayed a greatneſs of mind which 
never deviated from the purpoſe of its 
activity when in the midſt of the tremen- 
dous - noiſe of battle. In that of Tor- 
gan, the king, ever at the head of his 
troops, was on' the ſecond attack ſlightly 
wounded by a muſket ball. All his ad- 


jutants were diſpatched. with different or- 


ders. The only major, count Frede- 
rick of Anhalt, at preſent lieutenant ge- 
neral in the Ruſſian ſervice, was near 
his perſon ; who in vain ſupplicared 
his majeſty to leave the dangerous ſpot 
| in order to have his woynd dreſſed; - 
"= 


6 
t No! exclaimed the king, galloping 
among his troops, WE MUST ENDEAVOUR. 
TO RE-ESTABLISH ORDER, AND TO con- 
QVER—My LIFE Is OF NO CONSEQUENCE.” 
This conſiderate and well timed ex- 
| preſſion of bravery, inſpired the ſoldi- 


ers with new courage, re-eſtabliſhed 


perfe& order, and gained a complete 
victory. During the ſame battle, lieu- 
tenant colonel count d'Anhalt, com- 
manding two grenadier companies of the 
regiment of guards, and two grenadier 
companies of the regiment of the prince 
of Pruſſia, attacked the enemy with 
| {ſurpriſing courage. The colonel was 
_ unfortunately ſlain ; and when his death 
was reported to the king, he turned and 
addrefled himſelf to the above men- 
tioned officer, brother to the deceaſed, 
in the following words: Tour va MAL 
AUJourD'uui. Mes AMIS ME QUIT-. 
TENT; ON vVIENT DE MANNONCER LA 
MORT 
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MORT DE VOTRE FRERE: (every thing 
goes ill to day! My friends, leave me; 
this moment I am informed of the death 
of your brother). Theſe few words, ut- 
tered amidſt the confuſion of a bloody : 
battle, among the awful thundering of 
the artillery, evince a dignity of ſoul, 
and a goodneſs of heart, that cannot be 
enough admired. 


The king's magnanimity made an 
impreſſion on diſtant nations; and even 
uncivilized men, felt themſelves un- 
nerved by his incredible, dauntleſs in- 
trepidity. In the ſeven years war, he 

attended by a ſmall ſuite on horſeback, 
went out to reconnoitre. Some Pan- 
dours lay in ambuſh in 2 wood, and 
took their aim, though ineffectually, at 
the king's party, by diſcharging their 
muſkets ſivgly. | 


A chaſſeur 
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A chaſſeur perceiving the hero regard- 
leſs of their attempts, cried out, © Pleaſe 
your majeſty to ſave yourſelf ; for behind 

yonder tree very near the road, ſomebody 
has preſented his muſket at your perſon.” 
Frederick remained quite compoſed, and 


| looking perceived a Pandour taking aim 
at him: when lifting up his cane, and 


calling to him with a menacing voice, 
ſaid, Ah firrah !”* the affrighted Pan- 
dour dropt his piece, uncovered his 


; head, and remained in this reſpectful 
poſture till the king had paſſed him. 


It has been remarked, that on drawing 
a triangle on a chart of Europe and Aſia, 
from Rochelle towards the Caſpian ſea, 
thence towards . Swediſh. Lapland, and 


from | thence back again to Rochelle, 


that all thoſe nations are touched, 
who at one and the ſame time made war 


againſt the King of Pruſſia, Theſe con- 


ſiſted 


( 43 ) | 
fiſted of French, Germans, Auſtrians, 
Croats, Hungarians, Kalmuks, Ruſſians, 
and Swedes, All difference between the 
rough and the civilized nations vaniſhed 
all were unanimous for the deſtruction 
of Frederick. Among the baggage 
taken from general Contades, in Weſt- 
phalia, a letter was found, written by the 
old marſhal Belliſle, adviſing him thus: 
<< 1! faut faire un deſert du pais devant Par- 
mee: (The army muſt deſtroy the coun- 


try before them), After the battle of 


Kunnerſdorff, the French ambaſſador 
at the court of Vienna, wrote to the 
marquis de Montalembert, then in the 
Ruſſian army, the following : I faut ache- 
vier de detruire le Roi de Pruſſe: Vous devez 


employer tout votre credit dans Parmte 

Ruſſe pour Pengager a paſſer Oder; il 

faut montrer aux Ruſſes la perſpective du 

pillage de Berlin et de toute la marche de 

Brandenbourg, Sc.. (The king of Pruſ- 

ſia muſt be ruined : you muſt employ all 
7 7 | your 
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your credit in the Ruffian army, in order 
to prevail on them to paſs the Oder; 
above all, you muſt diſplay to the Ruſ- 
ſians the alluring proſpe& of pillaging 
Berlin, and. the whole Marquiſate of 

Brandenbourg, &c.) Where then is the 
difference of ſentiment between the French 
and the Kalmuks? Theſe were the ſenti- 
ments of a nation to which the King of 
Pruſſia had repeatedly given moſt con- 

ng proofs of his regard, 


After the famous battle of Roſaback, the 
king himſglf viſited the wounded French 
officers, and told them: © I cannot ac- 
CUSTOM MYSELF AS YET, GENTLEMEN, TO 
CONSIDER THE FRENCH AS MY ENEMIES.” 
In a letter written by a Pruſſian officer of 
diſtinction, immediately after the unfor- 
tungte battle near Kunnersdorff, we are 
furniſhed with a lively inſtance, that the 
great ſoul of this king could not be ſub- 
dued, either by the number of his ene- 
* or by the critical, or even deſperate 

ſituations, 


2 "<< 
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| ſituations in which he was frequently i in- 
volved, this officer ſpeaks thus: The 
number of ſoldiers who were with the king, 
did not amount to 5000 The regiments 
had only the appearance of companies. 
I ſaw the king with them this morning 
ſtretched on a little trau, repoſing amongſt 
the ruins of a farm houſe, that had been 
deſtroyed by the Coſſacks; he ſlept as 
ſound, and as tranquil, as if he had been 
in the ſecureſt place : his hat covered 
half his face, and his ſword lay by his 
ſide. Ten adjutants lay ſnoring at his 
feet, but without any ſtraw. One gre- | 

nadier ſtood certinel,—This monarch 
ſeems. to have had both fleep and relaxa- _ 


tion in his own power, as much as he poſ- 5 


ſeſſed preſenee of mind in pending dan- 
gers. Count de Neſſelrode ſays of this 
truly great man“ Involved in mif- 
fortunes he ſhines the moſt ; whenever 
he is preſſed hard, he has an 3 5 
feeting power." e 


3 
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When in the year 1761, the Ruſſians 
and Auſtrians joined, made an army of 
120,000 men; the king's whole force 
_ conſiſted only of 50 battalions, and 80 
ſquadrons. It was impoſſible ſor him to 
attack this large army, without ſacrificing 
his own ſmall force. He therefore by 
intrenching his men near Bunzelivez, put 
himſelf in ſuch a ſtate of defence, that the 
enemy could not venture an attack 
without the greateſt hazard to themſelves, 
By this means he prevented the activity 
of theſe powerful confederates: and this 
deſerves the more to be admired, as the 
king was unuſed to the practice of ſuch, 
meaſures. During this blockade, the 
king himſelf ſet. the greateſt example of 
vigilance, in viſiting almoſt every night 
the ramparts of the camp, and frequently 
ſtaying by the guard fires, until the break 
of day.—* TAKE A BUNDLE OF STRAW: | 
wiTH vou z“ ſaid he once, on going 
to take his uſual ride to the ramparts, 
” © THAT 


Log 
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* THAT 1 MAY vor BE OBLIGED TO UAY 
ON THE BARE GROUND, As ON THE PRE 
CEDING NIGHTS,” The day before the 
bloody and deciſive battle near Leuthen 
with the greatly ſuperior forces, com- 
manded by prince Charles of Lorrain, 
the king aſſembled all the officers of 
the different battalions, ſquadrons, and 
companies, before him, and held a dif: 
courſe, of which the following are the 
real contents : | 


* _ 


<« Meſſieurs ! | 
To- morro I intend marching again 
the enemy, and to offer them battle: 
This battle muſt determine the fate 
of our whole campaign; and at the ſame 
time decide who is to be maſter of Sile- 
ſia.—I have ordered you before me, to 
tell you, that I expect from every one of 
you, that he does his duty, and exerts 
. to the utmoſt.” acht 21100088 


« I = | | * 
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I expect that each on his poſt, pays 
the ſtricteſt attention to the commands 
of his ſuperiors, and ſets an example of 
courage and bravery to thoſe intruſted 
to his command: in ſhort, that every 


one, faces the enemy with a reſolution, 
TO CONQUER OR TO DIE. If you 
all without exception, are diſpoſed as lam, 
"0 MO" is ours. 


e know the ſtrength, and the de- 


fects of the enemy, and will lead on 
my forces in ſuch a manner that they 
may fight with advantage; and it will 
then depend on you to engage with de- 
termined intrepidity, and to exert Wer 
ancient Pruſſian yur. x 


RE — Whoever. among you 15 unwilling 
to riſque his life on this occaſion, let 
him come forward, before he diſcourages | 


others, and declare it; and without the 
leaſt 


CM 


leaſt hindrance or reproach, he ſhall have 
his diſmiſſion on the ſpot.” = _ 


Major general de Rohr was affected 
even to tears. The king, who obſerved 


it, embraced him, and ſaid: “ My pear 


RonR, I DiD NOT MEAN vou.“ 


This ſpeech was heard with a general 
filence and attention. At the concluſion 
of which a ſhort pauſe enſued, when one 
of the ſuperior officers, full of enthuſiaſm 
and love.for the king, exclaimed, Let 
the worſt of cowards, the worſt of vil-- 
lains, act thus; ws are all willing to ſhed 
our blood, and ſacrifice 0 our lives for your - 

majeſty,” 5 


The king then addreſſed them with 
great calmneſs and placidity, in the 
following words: © 7 ſee there is none 
here who does not poſſeſs the ſoul of a bero; 
bur 1 2 attentively R who fulfils 
| D x bis 
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his promiſes and does his duty; I ſpall be in 
the van—in the rear on one wing—and on 
the other. Not one ſquadron, not one com- 


pany, ſhall eſcape my notice: T ſhall obſerve 


you with the utmoſt attention. Whoever © 


Hall then perform his duty, I will reward 


with honers and favors, and never forget 


his bravery: But he who ſhall af other- 


viſe, will do well to take his leave, and 


never appear in my preſence. Every one 
knows the ſucceſs that crowned this en- 


terpriſe, which happened on the 5th of | 


December 1757: and the ſecond con- 
queſt. of all Sileſia was the conſequence 


of this glorious victory. ob R 


Before this battle, the Auſtrians, had 


ſpoken with the utmoſt contempt. of the 


king's ſmall army: He knew it, and after 


the triumph he-took up his Dight quar- 


ters in Liſſa. It Was repeated to him; 
to which he e * * WILLIN 
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GIVE THEM WHAT THEY HAVE SAID, 18 
CONSIDER ATION OF WHAT THEY HAVE 
. JusT now DONE.” 


Before the battle of Roſbach, where 
the French and Imperial armies amounted 
to 50,000 men, and the Pruſſians to 
ſcarce 22,000, the king addreſſed his 
troops in the following manner : | 

„The hour is come, my friends, in 
which all that ſhould be, and is dear to 
us, depends ſolely on our arms and con- 
duct. Time permits me but a few words, 
and it is unneceſſary to ſay much. Tou 
know, there is no trouble; no hunger; 
no cold; no watching; nor any danger 
whatever, which, hitherto, I have not 


| ſhared with you; and you ſee me at this 


moment ready to ſacrifice my life for and: 
with you. All I now require is, the fame. 


pledge of love and fidelity, which I give 


* 7 Tow you 
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you myſelf; and let me add, (not as an 


encouragement) but only as a proof of 


my gratitude, that from this hour until 
your going into quarters, your pay ſhall 
be double. Now behave like brave men, 


and put your whole truſt in God alone.“ 


The effect which theſe words produced 
in theſe ſons of mars, is eaſier to imagine 
than deſcribe. Their affection burſt forth 
in a general acclamation; and the looks 
and deportment of the ſoldiers ſhewed 
that their minds were raiſed to a degree 
of heroic enthuſiaſm: and in ſuch dif- 
poſition of mind this almoſt aged 


IALY 


When | in b tb year 1758, the wa: be- 
fieged Olmütz, and the enemy unfor- 


tunately ſeized a convoy of ammunition 


and proviſions ſent from Sileſia to the 
army, all the generals and commanders 


of 
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of regiments and battalions were ordered 
before him at the head quarters at 
Schmirſiz, when he addreſſed them in 
the following words: Meſſieurs, the 
enemy has found an opportunity to de- 
ſtroy the convoy expected from Sileſia. 
Through this fatal accident I muſt break 
up the ſiege of Olmutz. But I would not 
have the officers therefore ſuppoſe all to 
be loſt. By no means: they may reſt aſſurs 
ed that every loſs ſhall be repaired in 
ſuch a manner, as to make the enemy 
ſenſible of it. The officers ſhall com- 
municate this to my men, and not ſuffer 
any murmurings among them. But 1 
hope that they will not ſhew the leaſt 
diſcontent themſelves ; and ſhould I, 

contrary to expectation, obſerve this in 
any, I ſhall ſeverely reſent the ſame. We 


will now march, and wherever we meet 


the enemy, engage them, let them be 
ſtationed in one or more batteries; yet 


D 3 {rubbing 


6 


(rubbing his forehead with the crutch of 
his cane) it ſhall never be done without 
reaſon and deliberation. But I am almoſt 
aſſured that every officer, as well as the 
common men, will do their duty as oc- 
caſion may require, with the ſame faith- 
fulneſs they have hitherto done.? 


On the concluſion of this ſpeech, the 
king aſſumed a gracious and friendly 
aſpect that mien by which he engaged 
all hearts—and permitted the officers to 
withdraw. | 


After the invaſion by Hochkirck, 1758, 
the king ordered, on the 17th October, 
all generals and officers before him, and 
addreſſed them in the following manner: 
« You know, Meſſieurs, that the army 
has ſuffered a ſurpriſe, occaſioned by the 
darkneſs of night; but you muſt conſider 
our preſent ſtation. We are in the Upper- 
| lanſiz. 
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lanſiz. Our eſtates, wives, and children, 


are behind us: if we are obliged once 
more to retreat, all is loſt. The im- 
pending battle is unavoidable, I myſelf 
will rather be buried with the reſt of my 
army than yield. I truſt that each of you 
is of the ſame diſpoſition, and whoſoever 
is not, may depart. Is there any one 


of you?” After a ſhort pauſe, the king 


being aſſured by the generals, that they 
would all do their duty as heretofore 
with pleaſure, he reaſſumed an agreeable 
and ſmiling countenance, This diſcourſe 
however ſhart, contains ſomething excel- 
lent and powerful; and proves that the 
king well knew how to work on the heart 
of man. . | 


1 * 


After the battle of Lignitz, the king 
wrote the following remarkable and affe&- 
ing letter from head quarters, to the mar- 


quis d' Argens, containing his ideas on 
* the affairs he was then involved in, and 
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alſo the ſentiments with which he en- 
countered danger. | 


c There was a time, my dear marquis, 
when the affair of the 15th of Auguſt 
might have decided a campaign; at pre- 
ſent it is only a ſcar a great battle muſt 
decide our fate. According to all appear- 
ance we ſoon ſhall ſee ſomewhat of this 
nature; and then, if the iſſue proves fa- 
vorable, we may rejoice. To produce 

this effect will require ſtratagem and mi- 


\ . litary manceuvres.— Tell me not of dan- 


ger; the laſt action coſt me only one coat 
and one horſe; - that I call a very cheap 
bargain for ſuch a victory. 


1 letter you mention, I have not 
received. We are in ſome reſpect block- 
aded with regard to correſpondence; by 
the Ruſſians on one ſide, and by the 
Auſtrians on the other; a ſmall ſkirmiſh 
was abſolutely neceſſary to clear the road 


for © 
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for Cocceji*. I hope he will deliver you 
my letter. Never in my life did I ſuffer 
ſuch anxiety as during this campaign: 
believe me, nothing leſs than a miracle is 
neceflary to ſurmount all the difficulties I 
ſee beforehand. I ſhall not neglect to do 
my duty as often as opportunity offers: 
| but, my dear marquis, remember always 
that I do not in the leaſt pretend to com- 
mand fortune, and that I am frequently 
under the neceſſity of expoſing my pro- 
jects to a mere hazard; for I am not 
capable of projecting better ones. I have 
an herculean taſk to perform, in a time 
when my forces weaken, my infirmities 
increaſe: and to be ſincere, hope, the 
only comfort of the miſerable begins to 
leave me. You are too little acquainted 
with the ſituation of affairs, to form 
an adequate idea of the dangers that 
00 threaten 

* Captain and adjutant, who was to carry this 
letter, and who brought the report of 'the above- 


mentioned action to England. — He died in the 
Poliſh ſervice, as major general. 
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threaten the ſtate. I know, but conceal 
them. I hide all my apprehenſions; and 
only ſhare with the public my hopes, and 
ſuch good tidings as I am able to ac- 
quaint them with. Should I ſucceed in 
the project I have formed, then, only 
then, my dear marquis, will it be time 
to be joyful; but till then, we muſt not 
flatter ourſelves too much, leaſt ſome un- 
expected ill luck ſhould caſt us down, and 
force us to a reluctant ſubmiſſion to the 
fad event. | 


Here I live the life of a military 
monk. My concerns employ the great- 
eſt part of my time; and the reſt is de- 
voted to literature; which is my comfort, 
as much as it formerly was that of the 
conſul, who was the father of his country 
and of eloquence, I doubt whether I 
ſhall ſurvive this war; if I ſhould, I am 
_ reſolved to finiſh the reſt of my days in 
the arms of philoſophy and friendſhip. 

| G When 
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„When our correſpondence can be 
carried on uninterruptedly, you will oblige 
me I hope with writing oftener. I do not 
know yet where we ſhall have our winter 
quarters. My houſes at Breſlaw are re- 
duced to aſhes by the bombardment. 
Our enemies envy us every: thing, even 
the day-light and the air we breathe: but 
they muſt leave us a place ſomewhere; if 
it is only ſecure, I ſhall conſider it as a 
feaſt to have your company there. But 
my dear marquis, what is become of your 
peace with France? You ſee at preſent 
that your nation is blinder than you really 
believed - to pleaſe the empreſs and the 
Czarina, the fools ſuffer Canada and Pon- 
dicherry to be taken from them. Heaven 
grant that Prince Ferdinand make them 
ample rewards for- their zealous ſervices: 
The officers and ſoldiers, innocent of theſe 
evils, will be the victims, and the high 
criminals will eſcape puniſhment. Theſe | 
are the thoughts which at preſent run 
| through 
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through my head. I was juſt in a humour 
for writing; but I ſee l muſt conclude, 
leſt I ſhould tire you, and negle&t my 
own concerns. Adieu, my dear marquis. 
I embrace you, &c.“ 


In the battle near Torgau, the king 
commanded the left wing of the army, 
and undertook the firſt attack on the 
Auſtrian ſtation ; where, on. the cloſe of 
the day, general Zieten made himſelf 
maſter of the Siptitzer hills, by which 
the battle was decided in favor of the 
Pruſſian army. The ſucceeding night 
being a very cold one, the troops made 
guard- fires in order to warm them- 
ſelves. At the dawn of day the king 
came riding along the front of the 
army, from the left wing to the right, 
and being arrived at the regiment of 
guards, he diſmounted from his horſe, 
and approached the fire, ſurrounded by 


his brave officers and realen, to wait 
1792 | | the 


the break of day, in order to attack the 
Auſtrians once more, in caſe they were 
not retreated, which could not be diſtin- 
guiſhed on account of the darkneſs of 


night. 
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The king kindly converſed with his 
men, and applauded their excellent and 
brave conduct during the engagement, 
The grenadiers, convinced of the affabi- 
lity and condeſcenſion of their monarch; . 
preſſed clofer and cloſer to his perſon: 
One of them, named Rebiak, to whom 
the king frequently uſed to ſpeak, and 
had frequently made preſents of money, — 
took the liberty to aſk him whereabouts 
he had been in the battle; they had al- 
ways been uſed to ſee him at their head, 
| | he ſaid, and to be led by him himſelf 
amidſt the hotteſt fire ; but this time they 
never once had the ſight of him, and they > 
could not conceive why he had thus en- 
_ left them? The king anſwered the 
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grenadier with the moſt condeſcending 


goodneſs, and ſaid, That during the 
whole of the battle he had been on the 
left wing of the army, and thereby was 


prevented being with his own regiment. 


Meanwhile the king had unbuttoned his 
great coat, as the heat of the guard fire 
became troubleſome, upon which they 

perceived a ball fall from his clothes, as 
alſo that he had received a grazing ſhot 
along the breaſt - for the aperture made 
by the ball was viſible on the great coat 
and on the uniform. Full of enthuſiaſm 
and admiration, they exclaimed, Thou 


art ſtill our old Frederick; thou pariakeſt 


every danger with us; for thee we are will- 
ing to die. God ſave the king! God ſave 
- the king!” Another grenadier ſaid, Now 
T ſuppoſe, Frederick, thou wilt. allow us 
good winter quarters?” << The devil a bit, 
rot until we are maſters of Dreſden ; but 


then I will provide for you to your heart's 


— 


content.“ 
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content.” It is well known that this re- 


giment of guards put into Leipzig for | 
their winter quarters. 


| 


By this very fire the old grenadiers 
lighted their ſhort pipes, and perfumed 
the king's noſe with the ſmoke of the 
coarſeſt ſorts of tobacco: Keep back,” 
cried one of them, © No, sTay MY 
Bors,“ 1 the king, I Like THE 
SMELL.” Thus condeſcending was the 


king; notwithſtanding he n diſliked 
the ſmoke of tobacco. 


When the king returned from the 
ſeven years war, he went immediately to 
Charlottenburg, ſent for Mr. Benda, his 
maſter of the band, and ordered him to 
cauſe the organ of the palace, that had been 
ſpoiled by the enemy, to be repaired in 
the ſpace of four days: but the organ 
builder found it, on examination, ſo much 
damaged, that it was impoſſible to re- 


pair 
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pair it in ſo ſhort a time. Benda reported 
this to the king; and received for anſwer, 
to leave the organ as it was, and prepare 
at a certain hour to perform the Te 
Deum, &c. Vocal and inſtrumental per- 
formers attended in the chapel, and ex- 
pected the whole royal ſuite there: but 
the king came quite unattended, ſat 
down, gave the ſignal, and the muſic 
began. As ſoon as the vocal parts join- 
ed in the performance, the king leaned 
on his elbow, and covered his eyes with 
his hand, to give full vent to the tears of 


0 gratitude to the Almighty. Moſt of the 


muſicians were ſo much affected at this, 
that the tears ran down their cheeks alſo. 


K 


* 


On a certain occaſion, when the regi- 
ment of general“ *, ho was exceed- 
ing fond of company and cards, advanced 
in a rs the King ſaid to him, © Your 


regiment 


8 
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regiment does not keep the line, and 
that is no wonder, you devote too much 
of your time to card playing.“ Inſtan- 
taneouſly the general called out, © Halt :* 

and addrefling himſelf to the king, ſaid, 
« I do nat deny my fondneſs for. card 
playing, fire; but be graciouſly pleaſed 

to ſee whether the regiment does not 
keep the line.” The king looked, went 
away without uttering a ſinglè word, and 
was viſibly diſpleaſed—not with the ge- 
neral, but with himſelf; nor has there 
been the leaſt reaſon to ſuppoſe that he 
ever took the open freedom of this officer 
amiſs. | 


3 1 
Never were the rewards of any prince 


more noble and more generous than thoſe 
of Frederick the ſecond. 


General Leſtewiz, in the battle near 
Torgau, being then major general in the 
1 1 of prince Ferdinand of Nrunſ- 

| 
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wick, aſſembled on the ſpot of contention 
a troop of 5 or 600 ſoldiers, as well as 
they could poſſibly be collected in the 
dark of the evening; with whom he ven- 
tured the laſt attack on the hills of Siptitz, 
but without knowing that the corps of 
Ziethen had the ſame deſign: both were 
ſucceſsful in their attacks, and in conſe- 
quence of taking poſſeſſion of theſe hills, 
victory decided in favor of the Pruſſians. 
Major of Leſtewiz was made heute- 
nant colonel, and commander of a. re- 
giment; and in the year 1762, com- 
mander of the regiment of Peter the 
third; ſoon after colonel, and in 1566, 
chief of the battalion of grenadiers, 
which had been under the command of 
lieutenant general de Soldern, obtained 
the government of Potſdam, and was 
created major general. Immediately after 
the peace of 1763, different eſtates to the 
amount of 200, ooo rix dollars being be- 
queathed to the king, by the late Mark- 
grave Charles, he ſeized this opportunity 
: alſo- 
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alſo of rewarding the late colonel, and 


with the gift, * him the following 
letter: | 


My dear colonel de Leſtewiz, ; 


„The important ſervices you rendered 
me laſt war, I ſhall never forget: Long 
have I been waiting for an opportunity to 
reward them; but until now none has 
coincided with my wiſhes; pleaſe to take 
poſſeſſion of the eſtates, of which I here 
incloſe the deed of gifr, &c. 


* FREDERICK.” 


The preſent lieutenant general de Pritt- 
wiz received at the ſame time alſo a pre- 
ſent of eſtates, worth 300,000 rix dollars. 
In the battle of Kunersdorf, 1759, he gave 
the king his own horſe, and with a ſmall 
number of men, diſperſed a ſwarm of 
Koſſacks, who were on the point of tak- 
ing the king priſoner. This gave his 
* an occaſion to ſay, * an 

MS | has 
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bas ſaved the ſtate; and Prittwiz my 
perſon.” 


One of the king's adjutants, who had 
| ſerved him with great honor and zeal, ne- 
ver received the leaſt mark of favor, not- 
withſtanding he redoubled his diligence in 
the King's ſervice ; but four years after 
the concluſion of the peace, at a time 
when leaſt expected, he received a preſent 
of 60,000 rix dollars : accompanied with 
a letter from the king, which he eſteemed 
of aſtill greater value. 


It is impoſſible to enumerate all the in- 
ſtances of generoſity, that mark the cha- 
racter of Frederick the Great: but to 
gratify the curioſity of the reader, we ſhall 
mention ſome of them. 


At the review in Pruſſia, in the year 
1775, a captain of the regiment, petiti- 
oned for leave to ſell a very handſome eſ- 
tate, which he was unable to keep in re- 
MD | pair, 
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pair, and which beſides was under a 
mortgage of 24,000 rix dollars, ſo that 
it proved too heavy a burden for him. 


As ſoon as the king returned to Potſ- 

dam, he ſent the captain the foremention- 
ed ſum to diſcharge his debt, and 6000 
rix dollars to have his eſtate repaired. 


Soon after the death of colonel de 
Troſchke, whom the king held in parti- 
cular eſteem, he wrote to his widow : 


C Particularly beloved ! 


*The unexpected news of the ſud- 
den death of colonel de Troſchke of the 
old Waldeck regiment, your huſband, I 
heard with the utmoſt concern. In him 
I loſe an exceeding good and brave 
officer: this was his general character: 
and I knew his value and his merits. 
His order Pour le merite, which you re- 
turned, and your grateful acknowledge- 


ments for the marks of favor I had 
3 ſnewn 
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ſhewn him, are monuments of the favors 
conferred, and which he ſo well deſerved. 


Bur this ſhall not be all; for you may 
reſt aſſured that I never will forſake 


either the widow or children of ſuch a 
meritorious officer. In conſequence of 
this, I expect to be thoroughly acquainted 


with the ſituation and circumſtances he 
has left you in, together with the num- 


ber and age of your children; and then I' 


ſhall. conſider what I may be able to do 


for you and them, as your gracious king.“ 


Poſtſcript written by himſelf. 
Tour deceaſed huſband 1 held in 


great eſteem as a brave officer, but alas! 
as he is now no more, I ſhall as a father 
provide for his children; and that which 


] intended to do for him, ſhall now be 
done for you and them. Only let me 
have an inventory of your property, and 
1 promiſe to do every thing to the ſatis- 
faction of the family. 


FREDERICK.” 


7 
To the ſame. 


* Particularly beloved! 


*] am glad you have acquainted me 


with your ſituation after the death of 


your huſband, the brave colonel de 


Troſchke, by your letter of yeſterday. I 


ſhall conſider of means to make you and 
your children ſenſible of my favor and 


protection; for the preſent, I have given 


directions for the payment of the re- 
venues he enjoyed of his ſeneſchal's lord- 
ſhip Carzig, in Newmark, for your 
maintenance and the education of your 


children. Between now and Trinity, 
I ſhall take care that his eftates riſe in 
their value to at leaſt 20,000 dollars, and 


remain in ſuch an eſtimate. - To you and 
your family, this ſhall be a laſting monu- 
ment of the care and benevolence of your 
_ gracious king. | 
e FREDERICK.” 
Potſdam, 23d Jan. 1768. Bo 
| According 
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According to his uſual expedition in 
buſineſs, the king now iſſued the neceſ- 
ſary orders to put his intentions into 


N execution. 


To the State Miniſter de Werder. 
(By the king's own hand.) 


Since my friend, the colonel de 
Troſchke, has departed this life, it is my 
will and pleaſure that his widow remain 


in poſſeſſion of the ſeneſchaPs lordſhip, 


her late huſband enjoyed. Beſides this, 
T intend to purchaſe her an eſtate ſituated 
in the Newmark; for which purpoſe, 
I ſhall aſſign 20,000 dollars. All the 


vacancies which may happen at the 
© young ladies ſtiftern* in Weſtphalia, 


hall 


* Certain canonical inſtitutions, where the 
daughters of the higher claſs of nobles are re- 


ceived, maintained, and enjoy a penſion for life; 


out of which they are, however, permitted to 
marry, when a ſuitable patty offers. 


„ 


ſhall neither be ſold, nor otherwiſe diſ- 


poſed of, but be kept open for the 
daughters of colonel Troſchke. When- 


ever they marry I ſhall . a dowry 
for two | of them. 


FREDERICK.” - 


Potſdam, 23d Jan. 1768. 


To the Directory General. 
The widow of colonel de Troſchke, 


in the old regiment of Waldeck, at 


Berlin, ſhall keep the revenues of the 
ſeneſchal's lordſhip Carzig, in New- 


mark, amounting annually to 300 dol- 


lars, for the maintenance of herſelf 


" and the education of her children ; 
and, his Pruſſian majeſty, our moſt gra- 
cious ſovereign, leaves the neceſſary ar- 


rangements to the + moſt expeditious 


methods of the Directory General. 


— FREDERICK.” 


Potſdam, 23d Jan. 1768. 


The 


TY 
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The King's own poſtſeript. 


- 


« Between now and Trinity, I ſhall 
purchaſe an eſtate of 20,000 dollars for 
her three ſons: ſhe remains in poſſeſſion 


of the ſeneſchal's lordſhip, and muſt . 


apply to the eccleſiaſtical department to 
know whether there are any vacancies in 
the convents of Cleve and Weſtphalia 
for one or two of her daughters. If 
there 13 a poſſibility of marrying two of 
them, I ſhall take care of their dowries. 


FREDERICK.” 


On the 24th January, being his birth- 


day, he wrote to the ecclefiaſtical depart- 
ment in general, to know if any vacan- 


cies had happened, in order to provide 
for fome young ladies. The ſtate mini- 
ſter, baron de Zedliz, gueſſed that this 
letter alluded to the ving' intention of 
providing for the daughters of the de- 


* colonel Troſchke, and replied, 
that 


6 


that in conſequence of this ſuppoſition, 
he would take the liberty of making the 
following propoſals to his majeſty, viz, - 
That the eldeſt daughter ſhould be the 
firſt expe&ant on the Stift of Schildeſche. 
Although the Roman catholic prebend, 
vacant at the ſame place, had been al- 
ready aſſigned to her, it would depend 
entirely upon his majeſty's pleaſure to 
leave her the expectancy, whereby ſhe 
would come into poſſeſſion of the firſt 
proteſtant place that might happen to 
become vacant. The ſecond daughter 
ſhould be the third expectant on the Szift 
of Marienborn; and fince ſhe was too 
young for the poſſeſſion of a place, ſhe 
might eaſily wait her turn for the benefice. 
The third daughter, of the age of ten, 
and the fourth of eight years, were under 
the ſame predicament; and it was left to 
the pleaſure of his majeſty to aſſign to the 
one the expectancy of Heiligen grabe, 
(Sunte- grave) and to the other, that of 
Schildeſche, 
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Schildeſche, in order, that they might 
alſo be certain of a future ſupport. 


All the propoſals were agreed to, and 
confirmed by his majeſty. 


” 


—_ 


The king being fond of jeſting, uſed - 
frequently to beſtow his favors in a jo- 
coſe manner, on thoſe who enjoyed the 
honor of his particular attachments. One 
day, when the ſtate miniſter, and firſt 
maſter of the horſe, count Schwerin, 


dined with him, the king ſaid: © I know 
von are fond of going to church; but tell 
me pray, what do you think of Gop?” The 
count replied, © Pleaſe your majeſty, I 


have always thought God to be gracious, 
but now I have altered my opinion.” 
For what reaſon, pray?” * That other- 
wiſe he would not have. ſuffered my 
eſtates to be burnt down.“ Here the 
king broke off the converſation. The 

, following 
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following day, he afked the count: D 
you know how to explain dreams?” * Not 
very well, fire.” © I had a dream laſt night 1? 

Indeed,“ ſays the count. I have con- 
verſed with God; what does that mean ?” 
I do not know how to explain it, fire, 
unleſs I could divine the ſubject of your 


majeſty's converſation with God.” Mell 


then, I converſed with God, and be bade 
me to rebuild the burnt eſtates of. count 
Schwerin. Since be has ordered it ſo, I 
have already aſigned the needful ſum, and 
given proper directions for that purpoſe.” 
return my humble thanks to your 
majeſty,” replied the count. But pray,” 
ſays the king, what is now your opinion 
of God?” The ſame again, as it was 
Aut firſt, viz. That he is gracious; and 
that your majeſty is the inftrument of his 
grace towards me; wherefore my warmeſt 
thanks are but too feeble.” 3 


Colonel Quintus (whoſe former name 
was Guichard) felt ſuch a zeal for the 
king's 


CE" 
king's intereſt, as to enter freely into his 
ſervice. The king gave him the com- 
mand of a free battalion, 'in which ſta- 
tion, the colonel diſtinguiſhed himſelf in 
ſuch a manner, that the king gave him 
the name of Quintus Icilius. Since the 
peace of 1763, he was ever near the 


king's perſon, and ſeemed to be almoſt 


indiſpenſible to him. 


Quintus was a man of great merit, a 
fkilful ſoldier, -and free from all preju- 
dice. He wrote different military tracks; 
and among others, the hiſtory of Cæſar 


in Spain.—This valuable work, after 


having paſſed through three editions, | 


was ſeverely criticiſed by count Loloos, 
2 man well experienced in military tac- 


ties; and Quintus had the mortification 
w defend himſelf againſt criticiſms, after 
having enjoyed the public approbation 
for ten years. On this occaſion the king 
faid a bon mot, which was more mor- 
| a tifying 
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tifying to him than all the reſt. After 
riſing one day from dinner, Quintus beg- 
ged the king's permiſſion for the pub- 
lication of another work: —“ That I will 
grant you freely,” replied the king, © but 
I adviſe you as a friend, to petition count 
Loloos firſt for bis conſent !” 


| A few days after, the converſation hap- 
pening to fall on the leaders of the light 
troops, the king ſaid, jeſtingly, That 
in the laſt war plunder, 'only, had been their 
leader.” He added, ſmiling, © That after 
the concluſion. of peace, Quintus found 
it difficult to abſtain from this profit- 
able profeffion; and that whenever Quin- 
tus was with him, he found it neceſſary 
to watch his purſe and his ſnuff- box.“ 
Quintus, a little vexed at this joke, re- 
plied, © It is true that I have ſtolen and 
plundered, but I did it by your majeſty's 
command; and the greateſt part of the 
booty came to your majeſty.” The king 
, ſeemed 
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| ſeemed to take no notice of this reply, 


but turned the converſation to other ſub- 
jects. Meanwhile, Quintus returned to 
Potſdam, but did not come to the couchte® 


as uſual: The. monarch remarked this 


with diſpleaſure, and did not invite the 
colonel to dinner; in conſequence of 
which, Quintus kept aloof. This miſ- 
underſtanding laſted about eight or ten 
days; at- laſt the king could endure 
it no longer, but would not have it 
ſeem as if he himſelf made the firſt ſtep 
towards a reconciliation, He diſpatched 
a chaſſeur to the colonel, in order to aſk 
him, Whether in. the ſpace of ten days he 
had not found ſufficient time to report 
the learned work he had given him to 
peruſe; and wiſhed the colonel to return 
it in perſon, 


Quintus anſwered, © His majeſty muſt 
certainly be miſtaken, for I have re-, 
5 | ceived 


* An evening viſit at court, the ſame as a levee 
in the morning. 
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ceived nothing of that ſort.” The king, 
however, had his meſſage repeated, and 
the colonel, in conſequence, appeared at 
the couchee; converſed on literature and 
other ſubjects, according to cuſtom. The 
next day, the king ſent him an invitation 
to dinner; and he enjoyed the favor of 
his ſovereign till his death. 


Though the king had conferred but 
few favors on the colonel, yet, when he 
died, he preſented his widow with 6000 
rix dollars; gave a yearly penſion of 
400 rix dollars; and bought the colonel's 
library for 12,000, though perhaps it 
was not worth half that ſum. 


4 


* 


2 


| When the late general Zieten, not- 
withſtanding his age and infirmities, 
aſked the king's leave to be preſent at 
the grand review, the king wrote to him 
the following anſwer, which enobles the 
Wo, | 1 character 
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character of the great Frederick, as much 
as it reflects honor on the perſon to whom 
it was written: 


« My dear General de Zieten! 


elt will be a pleaſure to me, to ſee a 
general at ſo advanced an age, and who 
has conſpicuouſly diſtinguiſhed himſelf in 
my ſervice, at the head of the regiment 
- entruſted te him, at the next review: I 
ſhall be ſatisfied with your appearing 
only in your fur cloak, with a tiger 
. mantle, and with the colours of your 
_ regiment: but, if it ſhould be cold, I 
beſeech you to take care of your health ; 
and rather not appear at the review, than 
through an unneceſſary zeal for the ſer- 
vice, draw upon yourſelf any illneſs or 
injury. Whoever has ſerved ſo long, and 
with ſo much glory as you have done, 
may, in ſimilar caſes, without the leaſt 
heſitation, enjoy the privileges of a 
| | Roman 
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Roman veteran. — This is the ſincere ad- 
vice of your ever affectionate King. 


FREDERICK.” . 
Potſdam, 17th May, 1786. 


One of the king's ſervants who was 
always near his perſon, ſtole 10,000 rix 
dollars out of his cabinet. This was the 
| eaſier to be effected, as the king never 


entertained the leaſt ſuſpicion ; and left 


the money of his privy purfe frequently 
two or three weeks, in rolls, on the table 
in his cloſet, The day after the diſco- 
very of this robbery, the king jeſted 
during dinner time, and ſaid, He was 
ſurrounded only by thieves.” Al- 
though he did not cauſe the leaſt en- 
quiry to be made concerning this matter, 
ſome days after, . the thief was named to 
him by one of his eldeſt ſervants. The 
king ſaid, © It was a falſhood: and even if 
it were true, it did not behove him to 
—  - ſpeak 


e 


ſpeak of ne: -The ſervant perſiſted in his 


having ſpoken the truth : and added, 


„ that he who had committed the rob- 


bery, had already placed 5000 rix dol- 


lars at intereſt at Berlin; and the other 


5000 remained concealed in his bed, 
which he offered to fetch immediately.” 
* You need not,” anſwered the king, 
* for I will neither ſee nor touch the 
money which the villain has ſtolen from 


me; and I forbid your — of the 
one again.“ | Y 


A week after this, the king rode out 
on horſeback, and met the very ſervant 


. who had been accuſed of the theft, riding 


in a carriage. © You raſcal,” ſaid the 


king, * fo you ride about for your plea- 


ſure. with the money you have robbed 
me of.” Yet the king ſuffered him to 
proceed : but the following day, he re- 
manded him-to the ſame regiment of 
huſſars from which he had been pro- 


moted; 
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moted, and where he ſtill peaceably en- 
joys the fruits of his peculation. 


The king having once beſpoke a piece 
of furniture of an artiſt, and being 
obliged to wait a long time for the ſame, 
he ſent for the man, and enquired the 
reaſon of the delay. I have,” ſays he, 
« a great deal of work to do for the ne- 
houſe which Mr. Theſſen has lately 
bought.” This was the chamber huſſar's 

name who kept the king's caſh, The 
king, ſurpriſed at the extravagance of this 
man, became curious; and wiſhing to 
make a farther enquiry into this affair, 
he deſired to be informed when the man 
would be at his new houſe; walked there 
on foot in his way to the parade, which 1 
was not far from Sansſouci, and made 3 
his appearance there when leaſt expect f 
he owner ſhewed him the whole . 
| houſe; and the king found every thing 
magnificent, and praiſed his exquiſite 
F 3 taſte, 
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taſte. When he was introduced into one 
of the bed-chambers, he found it fo very 
elegant, that he aſked, with ſome vivacity, 
who ſlept in that admirable apartment. 
Struck with theſe queſtions, the chamber 
huſſar, trembling, anſwered with a faint 
voice, © It is me, your majeſty.” At 
the door the king met the architect of 
the building; of whom ke demanded 
what ſum had been expended on this 
- houſe: 6000 rix dollars was the anſwer. 
Upon this he afked the ſervant, whence 
he had obtained ſuch a ſum? Out of your 
majeſty's privy purſe,” replied he, © but 
I will repay it.” Here the king's pa- 
tience left him, ſo far, as to give him a 
ſew ſtrokes with his cane; and ſaid in 
going, © 1 ſhould have forgiven thee, thou 
villain, if it had not been for- the Jonquil 
room. Mr. Theſſen thought himſelf loſt: 
but the following morning the king ſent 
for him, and ordered his privy purſe to 
be + ag in his preſence. There being 

only 
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only 7 or 800 Frederick's d'or (about 
ſixteen ſhillings each, ſterling) left, he 
ſaid: * There villain, take the reſt; and 
never more appear in my preſence,” 
Here the matter wholly ended. 


One of the king's ſervants, who was 
very much given to drinking, he uſed fre- 
- quently to try, by ordering him to march 
ſtraight on one of the boards of the floor; 
but which he was ſeldom able to do, 
The king generally bid him go to bed: 
and was always ſo humane, as to let him 
out of his apartment by a back door, 
that he might not be laughed at by the 
other ſervants—as he was an old man: 
and afterwards, this good monarch un- 
dreſſed himſelf, without either aſſiſtance 
or attendants 


| Lieutenant colonel de D###, engineer 

in the French ſervice, went to Potſdam: 

with different - plans of fortifications. 
95 8 After 
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After being taken into the king's ſervice, 


he thought to ingratiate himſelf with the 
king, by offering him the ſaid plans. 7 
thank you for your preſent,” ſaid the king, 
gut you ſhall never enter my fortifications, 
ſince you employ your talents in ſo unworthy 
a manner. —Inſtruf my miners and ſappers; 
-in that I will employ you.” He was 
afterwards made a colonel; but never 
employed in any other buſineſs. Though 
the king made uſe of ſuch men, yet he 
never confided in them. 


— 


A Mr. T **, after deſerting from the 


French ſervice, went to Potſdam, and _ - 


was introduced to the king under the 
name of count D***, The king diſ- 
covering ſome talents in him, took him 


into his own ſervice, and gave him con- 


ſiderable pay. This ſuppoſed count was 
made lieutenant colonel, and had the 
effrontery to preſent his pretended ſpouſe 

| 1 to 
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to the royal family; and particularly to 
the princeſs royal, by whom ſhe was fre- 
quently invited to dinner, and treated 
with great affability. The pretended 
counteſs died; and ſome time after, the 
real wife of the count made her appear- 


ance at Potſdam, and through her it was 


made known, that the former had been 
a Pariſian demirep, whom the count had 
taken as a miſtreſs there. The count's 
enemies ſeized this opportunity to injure 
him with the king but the great mo- 
narch contented himſelf with writing the 
following lines to him : 


6 Lan Colonel Count D*, 


or Mr. T***, 
A 


« At the time I took you into my ue 
it was quite indifferent to me, whether wa 
was accompanied by a wife or a miſtreſs: I 
ſhall therefore overlook, with my uſual lenity, 
Jour effrontery in preſenting ber to the royal 
' family. — She is no more—and thus that 

4 matter 
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matter is feitled. But I would adviſe you 
to be a little more conſiderate, before you 
preſent ber who bas newly appeared on the 
fiage. I truſt you will continue to ſerve me 
with fidelity. Men of your and my age, 
being peſt the grand climatteric, ſhould not 
trouble themſelves much about the other ſex; 
for, as ſoon as ſenſual defires are ſet at va- 
riance with phyfical powers, common ſenſe, 
at leaſt, requires. forbearance. I am, &c, 
| FREDERICK.” 


That the king ſeldom made uſe of his 
unlimited power, the following circum- 
| Rance may ſerve to prove: 


The monarch wiſhed to enlarge the 
town-hall, ar Potſdam, by purchaſing a 
baker's houſe adjoining; but the owner 
refuſed to comply with his majeſty's re- 
queſt. The king fent him word, that 
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he would not only pay him the full value 
for his houſe, but would build him a 
new one into the bargain in another 
quarter of the town: but the owner was 
not to be perſuaded, and the enlargement 
of the town-hall was thereby prevented. 
The only puniſhment the baker received 
was, that the king cauſed all the adjacent 
houſes to be rebuilt in a handſome man- 
ner—the baker's was left untouched. 


IM. 


— — 


A certain nobleman's daughter (lady 
Hohendorff), who poſſeſſed both beauty 
and vivacity, entreated the king, as he 
ſtopt to take freſh horſes, to procure her 
a place in a convent. The king, who was 
* pleaſed with the frankneſs and lively de- 
portment of the lady, anſwered, © My 
dear, I believe q good buſband would ſuit 
you much better than the habit of 4 nun.” 
The lady replied, in a cheerful tone, 
+I am but a poor girl, ſire! and nobody 
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regards me, becauſe I have no dowry.” 
* Ob! as to that,” ſaid the king, I will 
take care to provide for you in a proper 
manner.” He then aſked a noble officer, 
who ſtood near his carriage, whether he 
was married? Being anſwered in the af- 
firmative, the king repeated his promiſe 
to the young lady; who withdrew from 
the chariot, as much affected with the 
gracious behaviour of the monarch, as 
ſhe was rejoiced at her ſucceſs. A ſhort. 
time after, this lady received a preſent of 
1000 Tix dollars, accompanied by an 
obliging letter, with the aſſurance of a 
much more valuable preſent as ſoon as 
ſhe had an offer of marriage. 


* 
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- Mr. Kletſchke, a chaplain to the army, 
requeſted the king to appoint the chap- 
lains of the regiments himſelf; which he 
endeavoured to prove, by many argu- 
ments, would become him more than the 

$1 Colonels. 
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colonels. The king returned the peti- 
tion, with theſe words written under it : 
« Your kingdom is not of this world!” 


A certain gentleman wrote to the king, 
that he was of the unfortunate family of 
, and entreated his majeſty to pro- 
vide for him. The king anſwered, © That 
it was unknown to him that this family 
was unfortunate ; for all the perſons com- 
poſing the ſame, wer? Es and rich ang 
therefore exceedingly bappy.” ug 


Mid—_—_ 


A young baron, who had ſpent the 
greater part of his fortune at- Paris; and 
had acquired no other knowledge but 
that of the coffee-houſes, gaming: tables, 
and play-houſes, petitioned the king, on 
his return, for employment at court. - 
The anſwer he received was—an ace of 
diamonds, incloſed it in a royal cover. 


When : 
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When the king ordered covered paſ- 
ſages, with arches, to be erected round 
the church of St. Nicholas, at Potſdam, 
which encloſed the lower windows, where- 
by the church was ſomewhat darkened, 
the churchwardens took an opportunity to 
requeſt the king to abandon this deſign. 
Their petition was returned with this 
laconic anſwer: . Bleſſed are thoſe who 
fee not, and yet believe!” 


— 
8 


The princeſs Elizabeth of Pruſſia, had 
ordered ſome rich ſilk for a gown, from 
Lyons, in France; but foreign ſilks be- 
ing totally prohibited in the Pruſſian do- 
minions, the exciſe officer had the teme- 
rity to ſeize and confiſcate the ſame. The 
princeſs, very much irritated by this be- 
haviour, ſent the officer word, ſhe was 
willing to pay the penalty, and requeſted 
that he himſelf would bring the ſilk.— 
He obeyed—ſhe took the gown from 

By | him 
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him—and giving him a ſmart box on the 
ear, ordered him to be turned out of the 


apartment. The officer, thinking his ho- 
nor wounded, had a long complaint 


drawn up by a lawyer, reſpecting this 


caſe, which he delivered to the king. To 
which he gave the following anſwer: 
I agree to loſe the duty—Let the princeſs 
keep the filk—and the officer the box on the 
ear: As to his being diſhonoured, I declare 
the touch of a fair hand cannot diſbonor the 
face of an exciſe officer.” 


A— 


The commiſſioners of the cuſtoms con- 
demned a ſoldier, who had been con- 
victed of ſmuggling, in the penalty of 
2000 rix dollars. The king, before 
whom this ſentence was laid for confirm- 
ation, wrote on the margin: Before 
In this ſentence, I ſhould be glad to know 
by what means it is intended to make 4 

FM COMMON 
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COMMON SOLDIER Pay a ſum ＋ 2000 rix 
dollars: ? 


- 


| FREDERICK.” 


A certain officer having declared him- 
ſelf an invalid, and unfit for ſervice, ob- 
tained his diſmiſſion with a handſome 
proviſion. The king, . paſſing one day 
through the place where he enjoyed his 
ſtation, aſked him: ** How does it happen 
that you are out of ſervice; you ſeem to be. 
in good bealth and ſpirits?” © Pleaſe your 
majeſty, I made a bull“, and for that 
reaſon I took. my diſmiſſion.” * Ther 
you are, indeed, deſcended from a monſtrous 
family! Your father made an aſs, and you 
make a Bull.“ 

An 


® In the German, the allegorical expreſſion is 
bock, ſignifying a he-goat ; which the tranſlator 
has taken the liberty to transform into bull, in 
order to render the true meaning, and to „n, 
the real force of the original. 


h : 


» 


An eminent eccleſiaſtic petitioned the 
king for a diſtri of ground, in order to 
form a colony under his own direction. 
The king wrote under the petition : : 


St. Paul propagated Chriſtianity; 
But never planted a colony.” ; 


A clergyman ſent to the king a Diſſer- 
tation of his own writing, entitled. Of 
the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt.” Where- 
upd the author received from him the 
following anſwer: | 


„ Your SINS AGAINST\, THE Hol. v 
GHOST ARE DULY RECEIVED z{AND I PRAY 
ro GoD FOR THE GRACIOUS PRESERVA 
TION OF YOUR UNDERSTANDING, 


' FREDERICK.” 
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A certain Mr. Sprengel, officiating in 
the government of the orphan houſe in 
| G Potſdam, 
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Potſdam, ſupplicated the king, for the 
title either of a privy counſcllor, or coun- 
ſellor of war. With the bright vein of 
humour peculiar to this monarch, and in 
which he equalled Henry IV. he an- 
ſwered: I am not able to make you a 
privy counſellor, becauſe there are no ſe- 
crets in the orphan houſe—Much leſs a 
counſellor of war, ſince my orphan houſe 
never wages itz but in order to convince 
you of my wiſhes to oblige you, I am 
willing to create a new title of honor, and 
| appoint you CovunsELLOR oF ORPHANS. * 


— n — —"xY 


A horſe doctor had beſtowed great 
. Pains to preſerve the cattle from an epi- 
demic diforder that prevailed in the 
Churmark: as his recompence, he peti- 
_ tioned the Directors General for the title 
of counſellor of phyſic to the court. The 
Directory General preſented his petition 
to the King z and aſked, whether his ma- 


jeſty 
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jeſty intended to grant his prayer? The 
paper was returned, wherein the king had 


run the pen through the words, counſellor 


of pbyſic to the court, and had wrote in 


the margin inſtead, © I of Phyfic 
to the Cattle.” 


— 


The director of the ſtorehouſes, Mr. 
Zorn, who applied for the title of Coun- 
ſellor of the Commiſſions, met a ſimilar 
fate, and obtained for anſwer: His 
majeſty the king of Pruſſia, our moſt 
gracious ſovereign, &c. in anſwer to the 
application of the ſurveyor of the tobacco 
exportation warehouſes at Halle, thinks 
the title of Tobacco Counſellor more appli- 
cable to his employment; and is therefore 
willing to grant it to him on the payment 
of the uſual fees, rather than the re- 

_— title of Counſellor of Commiſſion. 
| FREDERICK”? 
Porſdum, 26 November, 1784. 

G2 TWO 


Two noble ladies, the huſband of the 
one being preſident of the Regency, and 
the other preſident of the Exchequer at 
Cleves, in Weſtphalia, had been many 
years contending for precedency; and the 
former abſolutely inſiſted on it as her 
right. The latter, being at laſt weary of 
this contention, wrote to the king; made 
long and heavy complaints, and prayed 
his majeſty would be pleaſed to decide 
who was to precede? This letter was 
ſent back by return of poſt, with the 
king's anſwer, contained in theſe few 
words at the bottom: © Let the greater 


fool go foremoſt !” | - 


On a ſimilar occaſion, certain ſecreta- 
ries of the regency, prayed the king gra- 
ciouſly to decide in what rank they were 
to ſtand, with reſpe& to the military, as 
diſputes had often ariſen between them 
and the ſubaltern officers. The king an- 

|  ſwered * 
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ſwered: © To rank with a corporal; but 
in caſe he has ſerved in war, he! is to have 


the precedency. 
| FREDERICK.” 


All names terminating with jus, were 
diſguſting to the king. When the pre- 
ferment of the referendary Hackius to be 
a counſellor of his majeſty's domain at 
the exchequer in Minden, was laid be- 
fore the king for his confirmation, he 
wrote under it. Only on condition of 
his being called . and leaving out 


the ius. 


11 
' 


At the time when the famous Cheva- 
lier d' Eon was diſcovered to be a woman, 
the king ſaid to the French ambaſſador, 
then at Berlin, in a jeſt : *©-This is ge- 
nerally the caſe with you French; we ag 
to meet men, and find wy women.“ 143 

| e la 
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In the ſeven years war, the king had 
ſuffered ſo much from a fever, that he 
looked very thin and pale—when he re- 
tired into winter quarters at Leipzig, the 
lady of the houſe, on whom marks of 
royal favor had been frequently beſtowed, 
pitied him, and ſaid: Heavens! how 
ill your majeſty. looks.” © That's no 
wonder,” replied the king, © for wheever 
is plagued with two women, and with the 
French into the bargain, how can be 


look healthy?" 


* 


— 


| When the king on the 23d of Auguſt, 
in the year 1758, went to the battle of 

Zorndorff, near Gufſtebicſe, the huſſars 

conducted ten or twelve Coſſacks whom 
they had made priſoners, before him. 
+ | 8 Theſe 


* Franxgſen, ſignifies in German, both the 
French nation and the French diſeaſe, At that 
period the king had to contend with the Empreſſes 
of Ruſlia and of Hungary, as alſo with the French. 


( 030 : 
Theſe men and their dreſs being ſome- 
what uncommon, the king looked at 
them with great attention, and ſaid after- 
wards to major de Wedell, whoſe bat- 
talion of grenadiers compoſed the ad- 
vanced guard: Look there, with what 


an infamous corps one is obliged to 
fight.” - 


* — 
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In a place where he changed horſes, 
during his travels, he happened to ſee a 
clerk of the poſt- office, who was dreſſed 
in a very ridiculous and foppiſh manner. 
He called and aſked him, who made his 
coat. The young man anſwered: © Pleaſe 
your majeſty, N-——, the taylor.” The 
king ſent him off with theſe words: © Go 
and give my compliments to your papa and 
mama.” The clerk, happily for himſelf, 


not feeling this cutting anſwer, which de- 


graded him as a little boy, took his leave 
with many bows and ſcrapes, highly re- 
joiced 
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joiced at the honor of having ſpoken 
with the king. 


— 


„ — 


In the cathedral of Berlin, hymn and 
pſalm books were wanting for the royal 
ſuite; as alſo wood for firing in the royal 
lodge. The clerk of the church, an old 
man, wrote to the king in the following 
| ole | 


Great and mightieſt of Kings, 


Tour majeſty is acquainted, firſt, That 
pſalm and hymn books are wanting for 


the royal family. Your majeſty is ac- 


quainted, ſecondly, That wood is want- 
ing to warm the royal lodge in a proper 
manner. Your majeſty is - acquainted, 
thirdly, That the rails by the water, be- 
hind the church, are very much damaged. 

SCHM IDT, Clerk of the Cathedral. 


4 The nne mult ive 
laughed heartily at this curious epiſtle, 
| wrote 


wrote the following anſwer, in the clerk's 
own ſtyle: 5 


« His Reverence the Clerk, Schmidt, 

is acquainted, firſt, That whoever wiſhes 

to ſing, muſt procure himſelf a book. 
His Reverence the Clerk, Schmidt, is ac- 
quainted, ſecondly, That whoever wants 

to warm himſelf, muſt provide fuel. 
His Reverence the Clerk, Schmidt, is 
acquainted, thirdly, That the rails near 
the water are no concern of his. His 
Reverence the Clerk, Schmidt, is hereby 
fourthly, and laſtly, acquainted, That! 
ſhall enter into no further correſpondence 
with him, | 


FREDERICK.” 


| | 
REMARKABLE CapineT ORDERS. 
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The king's cabinet orders are chrono- 
logically arranged; they are intereſting, 
and moſt of them very remarkable. It 
is well known that they are all compoſed 
in his own words; and if ſome are not 

| ; written 
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written by his own hand, yet they may 
ſafely be conſidered as his own work. 


How anxious this wiſe king was to 
diſcover and ſpread uſeful knowledge, is 
evinced by the pains he took to invite 
great and enlightened men into his do- 
minions; for, as early as on the ſixth day 
- after his ſucceſſion to the throne, he wrote 
the following letter to the late Metropo- 
| litan Reinbek. | 


„Reverend, particularly beloved, 
faithful, 


Nou have to write once more to the 
counſellor of the regency, Mr. Wolff, 
to know whether he cannot now reſolve 
to enter into my ſervice. I would cheer- 
fully agree to all reaſonable terms. 


J am your affectionate King.“ 


Poſtſcript, in the king's own hand. 
Pray take ſome pains reſpecting this 

Wolf.—A man who at once loves and en- 
bg deayours 
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deavours to diſcover truth, muſt be. re- 
vered in all human ſocieties; and I do 
believe, that you will have made a con- 
queſt in the enquiry after truth, if you can 
perſuade this Wolff into my ſervice. 


FREDERICK?” 


Cabinet Order to the Metropolitan 
e Reinbek 


C Reverend, beloved, faithful, 


1 Major general von Jeetz, having 
propoſed one Schankirch, to fill up the 
chaplain's place, which has become va- 
cant in his own regiment—l wiſh to be 
informed by you, whether his character 
and abilities are adequate to this ſtation ; 3 
for I am not willing to promote eccleſi- 
aſtics who are vadeſerving. I am your 
affectionate King. | 
x FREDERICK” 


Magdeburg, 22d Sept. 1740. 
| BE - 
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| 
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His majeſty, king Frederick II. of 
Pruſſia, &c. our moſt gracious ſovereign, 
has frequently obſerved, that many of 
his ſubjects have exhibited the moſt bit- 


ter complaints, reſpecting the unremitted 
oppreſſion of certain civil officers; by 


whom many have, not only been totally 


ruined, but reduced to ſuch circum- 


ſtances, as to be obliged to turn their 


backs on their families, and to fly their 


country; and have been ſtill more cruelly 


treated by them, when they applied for 
redreſs at the proper places, being neither 
heard nor relieved—becauſe moſt of the 


war and domain chambers follow the 
maxim of never abandoning the civil 


officers; but on the contrary, countenan- 
cing them, that they may not quit their 
offices, and thereby throw the chamber 


into the unavoidable difficulty of finding 


out new farmers of the taxes; as alſo, 


for many other cauſes, which his majeſty 


paſſes over in ſilence. | 
a. a 
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ce His ſaid majeſty intends not to over- 
look ſuch injuſtice; yet does not mean ta 
| hinder the officers in levying the dues 
which they have farmed: but in the exe- 
cution thereof, he will not ſuffer them, 
either by chicane, or under 'pretext of 
duty, to ſtrip our poor ſubjects in an un- 
conſcionable manner; nor to reduce them 
by ſevere oppreſſions to a ſtate of beg- 
gary. The Directory General therefore, 
is hereby adviſed, graciouſly and ſeri- 
ouſly, by his majeſty, to have, in future, 
more conſideration for the preſervation ' 
of his ſubjects, and not to ſlight their 
complaints, nor to connive with the ſaid 
officers in ſimilar proceedings, which 
tend to the deſtruction of a country; but 
on the contrary, to iſſue the moſt poſitive 
orders, for all the war and domain cham- 
bers never to refuſe, in all reaſonable” 
caſes, their aſſiſtance, when they ſhall be 
implored by his majeſty's farmers and 
other unde yet not to pay the leaſt 

| regard 
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regard to the ſaid officers, becauſe of 
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their ſtation, however great and 1 important 
it may be. | 


« His majeſty muſt have revenue offi- 


cers, and is always willing to ſupport chem - 


in levying the taxes that are due to them 


by contract; but will never ſuffer them 
to proceed againſt his ſubjects in a tyran- 
meal manner; nor to treat their perſons 
and property as if they were mere flaves: 
therefore, his ſaid majeſty ſeriouſly re- 
peats his faid orders to the Directory 
General, to iſſue proper inſtructions to 
all the -war and domain chambers, for 
them to adviſe the ſaid officers to treat 
his ſubjects in a chriſtian- like manner; 
for, whenever his ſaid majeſty, during his 
travels, ſhall find any officers guilty of 


ſuch behaviour, they may expect that 


the moſt rigourous puniſhment vill be 


inflicted on the offender, for the example 
of others, let his farm be ever ſo exten- 


Lees 
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| five, or his ſtation ever ſo high: ſince his - 
majeſty looks on that officer who drives 
a ſubject from his country, in as criminal 
a light as if he had chaced a ſoldier from 

the files. And whereas many complaints 
have been exhibited againſt the officers 
of Altenlandſberg, among others, for 
having oppreſſed our ſubjects, and ſtripe 
them under all kind of pretences, and in 
all manner of proceedings: it is his ma- 
jeſty's order, that the Directory General 
do rigourouſly examine the ſaid officers 
conduct toward our ſubjects; and if found 
culpable, as it is ſuppoſed, to order them 
immediately to Berlin, that a ſevere pu- 

niſhment may be inflicted upon them; 
and alſo to hold accountable the counſel 
lors of all the departments in the cham- 
ber, who ſhall be proved to have con- 
nived in the affair, or any ways (lighted 
the complaints of our ſaid ſubjects. To 
which orders, the forementioned Direc- 


tory | 


K 116 4) 
tory General ſhall humbly and ſtrictly 
conform. 5 


FRED ERICK.“ 
Potſdam, 7 Auguſt, 1778. 


Jo the Directory General. 


«© Moſt Serene Prince, and dearly be- 
loved Couſin, | 


« It is my pleaſure, that the ſoldiers 
of all the regiments enrolled in the dif- 
ferent diſtricts, who either from their age, 


or ſhortneſs of ſtature, cannot be em- 


ployed in the company to which they 
belong, ſhall, without the leaſt fee or 
reward, either in money or otherwiſe, - 
receive their diſcharge, in order that 
they may, without any hindrance, marry 
and ſettle themſelves ; whereby my do- 
minions will be peopled, and thoſe eſtates 
and farms hitherto without maſters, pro- 
perly cultivated. Yet, notwithſtanding, 


all the regiments ſhall be regulated in 


ſuch a manner, that whenever they are 
3 pk to 


30 
to take the field, each company may 
have 122 men; of which number they 
are always to conſiſt for the future. 
Therefore, you, dear couſin, will be 
pleaſed to acquaint all the ſtaff officers, 
and captains of your regiments, with 
this my royal will and pleaſure; as alſo, 
to pay the ſtricteſt attention that theſe 
orders are duly and punctually obſerved z 
ſince, if contrary to my better hopes and 
wiſhes, any one ſhall act in a different 
manner, I ſhall ſeverely reſent the ſame. 


Lam, 
Your willing friend and couſin, 10 i 
FREDERICK.” 


Charlottenburg, 2d Auguſt, 1742. | 


To the Field Marſhal General, Prince 
von Anhalt Deſſau. 3 


= 
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The Privy Counſellor of F inance Tartach, | 
| received the following Cabinet Order. 


c «Particularly beloved, and faithful 
. Counſellor, 


< In anſwer to your report of the 4th 
inſtant, I have to acquaint you, that J 
intend giving 30,000 rix dollars to Mr. 
Eiſenhard's eſtabliſhment of a paper-mill: 
this ſum, I believe, will be quite ſuffi- 
cient to an individual for ſuch an eftab- 
lIiſhment. Inſtead of the burghers doing 
ſuch things, and employing their money 
in a ſimilar manner, they rather prefer 
buying eſtates and country houſes; and I 
am obliged to eſtabliſh the manufactures, 


which would better become the W ED 


ers, than to keep . 


1 am your-gracious King, 


FREDERICK.” 


Porſdam, 6th J uly, 1780. 


Upon 


„ 
VU pon the ſecond repreſentation of the 
commercial body of Berlin, that they 
would not be able to carry on trade, if 
the reſtriction on the article of coffee 
ſhould take place, and the act lately 
iſſued be put in force. The king gave 
them the following reply: 


From the ſecond repreſentation of 
the commercial body, delivered yeſterday, 
reſpecting the alteration on the article of 
coffee, it evidently appears, that the 
merchants do not conceive the paternal - 
motives of his Pruſſian majeſty, our moſt | 
gracious ſovereign, in their whole extent; 
therefore, it is thought proper to give 
hereby a more full and proper expla- 
nation of them. The ſaid merchants are 
hereby informed, that in the firſt in- 
ſtance, by the importation of coffee only, 
an annual ſum, of at leaſt 2 00, oo rix” 
dollars, is drawn from my dominions; 
while on the contrary, all the breweries 

3 8 
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are neglected, and nearly ruined ; to the 
great and irreparable loſs of the nobility, 
citizens, and other ſubjects.— On the 
other hand, that the articles which draw 
ſo much money out of the country, 
furniſh an opportunity for ſmuggling; 
which is carried on to ſuch a pitch, as to 
oppoſe and reſiſt the exciſe officers on 
the frontiers, even with fire arms, to 
favor their illicit trade. Both theſe evils, 
which are derived from the importation. . 
of coffee, and which daily increaſe, are 
the only reaſons that have compelled his 
ſaid majeſty to make the abovementioned 
alterations; which will be the leſs de- 
viated from, as the ſaid merchants, in- 
ſtead of carrying on ſuch an illicit com- 
werce, may trade in other articles, ſuch _ 
as ſheep, calves, and other animals for 

butchery; and ſell, inſtead of ſpices and 

fimilar luxuries, butter, eggs, &c. which 
they may order from other places in his 
majeſty's dominions ; and thus repair the 
N loſſes 


r 


loſſes they may ſuſtain by the reſtriction 
on the trade in coffee, in a manner more 
advantageous both to themſelves and to 
their country. 


| FREDERICK.” 
Berlin, 14th. Jan. 1781, 


On the introduction of a new hymn 

book, four pariſhes petitioned the king 

for permiſſion to uſe the old one, with 

- which they were much better acquainted : 
and received the following anſwer.— 


His majeſty, our moſt gracious ſo- 
vereign, is too ſenſible of the invaluable 
privilege of a reaſonable and prudent 
toleration in religious matters, to take 
amiſs the petition of the four pariſhes, 
delivered by them on the 14th inſtant, 
and much leſs to oppoſe the ſame. His 
majeſty on the contrary is of opinion, 
that the duty of every good ſovereign, 

. ac and 
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father of his country, makes it a poſitive 
and vunalterable law, to give full liberty 
to his ſubjects to believe and to arrange 
their worſhip as they pleaſe; but ſo far 
only, as their doctrines and religious 
ceremonies are not contrary to the peace 
of our ſtate, or to the good morals of 
our country. Therefore, his majeſty will 
not ſuffer the conſtraint to prevail in the 
churches, reſpecting the catechiſm or 
hymn books, but is pleaſed to allow, 
that every 7 creed ſhall be and remain en- 
tirely at his ſubjects diſcretion. And yet 
the new catechiſm, and the new hymn _ 
book, are, perhaps, more intelligible, 
more rational, and more conſiſtent with 
true religion; as ſo many other pariſhes, 
at the head of which, are ſo many per- 
ſons of an eſtabliſhed reputation, have 
given the preference to the latter. The 
ſaid four pariſhes, therefore, may make 
themſelves very eaſy; ſince, as already 
mentioned, they, as well as all their fellow 
_ Jig 7 | ſubjects, 
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ſubjects, are perfectly at liberty to be- 
lieve, and to ſing whatever pſalms they 
pleaſe. 5 : 
FA | FREDERICK.” 
Berlin, 190 Jan. 1781. 2 


The King's own poſtſcript. 


« Every one may believe what he 
_ pleaſes, if he is but honeſt. Reſpecting 
the hymn book, every body 1 is at liberty 


to fing— 


MEN 
At preſent all the woodlands ſleep ; 
Men, beaſts, and towns, and fields, &c. 


or ſuch ſimilar nonſenſical and fooliſh 
ſtuff. And the prieſts are not to forget 
toleration; for their hobby-horſe perſecu- 
tion, will never be ſuffered in my do- 
minions. 


F REDERICK. 4 
4 His 


An old evening hymn, * known in moſt 
parts of Germany. 


6 * 


« His majeſty of Pruſſia, our moſt gra- 
cious ſovereign, has been informed, that 
a perſon has entered the city with wild 
beaſts, in order to ſhew them, for money. 
- This being entirely againſt the royal 
pleaſure, it is hereby ordered, that in 
future, ſuch perſons ſhall never be ſuf- _ 
fered to enter within the gates of the 
city; as theſe people draw much money 
out of the kingdom, which ſhall not be 
 —wherefore this fellow ſhall immediately 
be commanded to depart from hence; 
which order has already been ſent to the 
lieutenant general vonRamin, and is hereby | 
alſo given to the directory general for 


their government, and to iſſue the need- 


ful — for the execution of the 


F REDE RICK. "2 


Berlin, 24th February, 1781, 


——yv— 


Some of the burghers of Berlin were 
diſcontented with the King's undertaking 
to 
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to build their houſes, and had even the 
- aſſurance to exhibit their complaints to 
his "majeſty, This diſpleaſed the mo- 
narch very much ; and he declared, that 
he would decline all further building for 
the burghers, ſince they had rendered 
themſelves unworthy of this favor: in 
conſequence of which, a number of well 
diſpoſed citizens reſolved to ſolicit the 
king, graciouſly to alter an intention ſo 
prejudicial to them, that the innocent 
might not ſuffer with the guilty. 


They received the following Cabinet 
Order in anſwer : 


The citizens of Berlin ens to have 
never been well. contented. with the 
favor of having their old houſes rebuilt 
by his majeſty, our moſt gracious ſo- 
vereign; and the laſt repreſentation and 
complaint, reſpecting the covering the 
houſes built on the Marche des gens 
d Armes, is another proof how few of 


( 122 ) 
them are ſenſible of the royal bounty: 
nevertheleſs, his majeſty does not mean 
to confound the innocent with the guilty; 
which is hereby intimated for the ſatis- 
faction of the forty-five merchants, who 


have ſigned the petition, dated the 12th 


| inſtant. | 
FREDERICK.” 


Potſdam, 15th October, 1778. 
To the merchants Barſch, Teller, and 
Konſorton, of Berlin. 


—ͤ—e— »„—— 


The marſhal of the court, the count 
v—d 8, ſolicited the king, that his 
majeſty would be pleaſed to prefer his 
fon in the military line. 


The king returned to the count the fol- | 
lowing Cabinet Order : 


3 Welborn, beloved. faithful! 


I have obſerved the ſolicitation re- 
{peRiing * ſon, by your letter of the 
i 220 
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22d May; and muſt tell you, that long 
ago I have given orders to admit no 
counts whatever into my army ; becauſe, 
after having ſerved one or two years, 
they generally return home. If your ſon 
really wiſhes to ſerve, his title muſt have 
nothing to do with his military duty; nor 


can he ever advance, if he does 1 not ſtudy 
his profeſſion. 


I am your affectionate King, 
FREDERICK. * 


The king's own poſtſcript. 


« Young noblemen who learn nothing, 
are ignoramuſes in all countries, In 

England, the king's own ſon is now but 

a midſhipman on board a man of war, 
to learn the duties of the ſervice. If 
therefore, any thing is to be done for 
the count, in order to his becoming uſe- 
ful to the world in general, and his 
country in particular, he myſt never be 


vain © 


—— ̃ — KR OE OD 
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vain of his birth and an empty title, for 
this is mere nonſenſe; all muſt depend 
on his perſonal merit. 


FREDERICK.” 


DO — 


The king having ordered, that the 


Engliſh ſpinning and carding machines 


ſhould be introduced and employed in 
his manufactories, in order to reduce the 
price of cloth; the miniſter baron von 


0 


Heinitz, reported to his majeſty, that the 


principal wool manufacturers were about 
to try theſe machines—when the monarch 


Re wrote under the ſame: 


This is to be underſtood 1 for 
the fineſt Mancheſter work ; for if ſpin- 


ning were | diſcouraged, the poor era 


ſuffer conſiderably.” 


Not long afterwards, the king wrote 
to uthe ſame purpoſe : 


bs I 


( 125 ) 

It is not my intention, that theſe 
ſpinning machines ſhould become ge- 
neral, or be introduced in all the cotton, 
chintz, or ſimilar manufactories. In ſuck 
a caſe, a number of perſons, who hitherto 
maintained themſelves by ſpinning only, 
would be without any livelihood: this 
muſt not be, for I meant them only for 
our two Mancheſter manufaCtories, in 
order to promote their ſucceſs. 
The miniſter von Werder, reported, 
that by means of the Engliſh ſpinning 
and carding machines, the faid ma- 
nufactures were brought to ſuch a per- 
fection, as to be able (if not to underſell) 
at leaſt to keep equal price with the En- 


oliſh. The king wrote under the ſame: 
J am pleaſed to hear this. 2 


FREDERICK.” 


Io the Un Conſiſtory at Breſlau. 
« His Pruſſian majeſty, &c. our moſt 
gracious ſovereign, having reſolyed not 
to 
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to permit, in future, any of his ſubjects to 
kneel, when they deliver a petition, or 
on any other occaſion: devotion being 
due to the Supreme Being only. - Should 
they have any thing to preſent, it may | 
be done ſtanding ; therefore the upper 
conſiſtory at Breſlau, is hereby graciouſly 
commanded, to caule this prohibition to 
be read publicly in all the proteſtant 
churches in upper Sileſia; the ſame as 
the dioceſan or ſuffragan of Rothkirch 
has been directed to cauſe to be done in 
all Roman catholic churches, in order 
that all people may know the ſame; and 
that all kind of proſtrations be omitted 
in future: which order, the ſaid upper 
conſiſtory ſhall direct to be obſerved ac- 


cordingly. a 
FREDERICK.” . 


Berlin, zoth Auguſt, 1783. 
Faithful and beloved counſellors, 


« Two journeymen carpenters, the one | 
| called Voigt, and the other Dikowitz, 
have 


(097) 
have exhibited their complaints before 
me, that. the magiſtrates of Berlin had 
condemned them in a large penalty, for 
having built certain ſtalls, or booths; 
which penalty they pray to be releaſed 
from. I have granted their prayer, on 
account of ſeveral concurring circum- 
| ſtances in their favor; and have already 
_ diſpatched the needful orders to the 
chamber at Churmark. On this OCCa- 
fion I have alſo to acquaint you, as well 
as all the directors of the police, that I 


— will not ſuffer any more of theſe ſtalls to 


be built at Berlin, ſince they are an en- 
couragement to idleneſs and proſſigacy, 
in the people attending the ſame, by 
lounging about the whole day without 
attending to their proper work; whereas, 
on the contrary, were they to keep at 
home, they might attend to their buſineſs. 
The things they have to ſell, may, not- 
withſtanding, in their due ſeaſons be 
brought to the appointed places, and be 

| fold 
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ſold as before. You are, therefore, to 
pay the ſtricteſt attention, that no new 
buildings of this kind be erected. 
Jam your affectionate King, 
FREDERICK.” 1 


Potſdam, roth Nov. 1783. 
NY 


— —C 


His majeſty of Pruſſia, &c. our 
moſt gracious ſovereign, does hereby ac- 
quaint father Franz Pitzner, in reply to 
his memorial and prayer, that his caſe 
muſt be brought before the dioceſan of 
Rothkirch, at Breſlau. Such catholic bu- 
ſineſs as this cannot be ſettled here; fot 
how ſhould Hereticts be able to judge of 
his diſputes with the Franciſcans? He 
muſt therefore addreſs himſelf to the 
above dioceſan, to whom this matter 
has already been referred. 


FREDERICK.” 
Potſdam," zd Auguſt, 1785. 
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By command of King Frederick Wil- 
liam of Pruſſia, his ſon, as heir to the 
crown, was obliged to reſide at Cuſtrin 
during the years 1730 and 1731, in order 
to attend the ſittings of the Chamber of 
Domains at that place. The preſident 
had orders, to conſider the young heir 
apparent only as a common member of 
the aſſembly, and as ſuch, to let him be 
always employed; yetſtill to look upon him 
as the future king. The prince, how- 
ever, amuſed himſelf during the fittings; 
with reading little French books; or in 
taking off the members in whimſical at- 

titudes: one on a beer barrel; another 
with horns; and a third with cards, &c. 
Notwithſtanding which, he here formed 
the baſis of his knowledge in matters of 
finance; on which he afterwards erected 

ſuch an excellent . eee N 


Field marſhal — von Sn; 
greatly * the following writing; 
J 
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which was never regiſtered, for reaſons 
eaſily to be conceived. 


1 To his MajesTy (delivered by lieute- 


nant general von Grumkow) : 


« Your Majeſty will herewith receive 
three memorials from the war and do- 
main department of Newmark ; two of 
which were written, but the third only 
figned, by his royal highneſs the prince 
At the ſame time I humbly enquire, 
whether ſimilar memorials, which by 
fupreme command are always to be 
written by his royal highneſs, yet ſhould 
not in future be ſo, are to be ſent: te your 
majeſty ? 5 
| The Chamber of War and Domains, 

Newmark. 


The old King + this, ation to 
the general, with the following words 
written in the margin: 


Frederick is not only to fign, but 
alſo to write, the memorials himſelf.” 
During 


( #31 ) 
During his above reſidence at Cuſttin; 
he was obliged to do all the buſineſs of 
a counſellor in the war and domain de- 
partment, and viſit all fuch cities and 
| boroughs as belonged to his juriſdiction. 
Being as fond of ſport as his royal father, 
he uſed to take his gun in the open cha- 
riot wherein he rode on theſe excurſions, 
for the pleaſure of enjoying a ſhot when- 
ever he might meet with any game. In 
one of thefe journies he chanced to drop 
his glove, and, endeavouring to catch it, 
ſtooped over his gun, which was loaded ; 
when leaning on it with his arm, it went 
off, and the ſhot paſſed near his ear, and 


through his hat. Struck with horror at 


the danger he had eſcaped, as alſo with 
the idea how fatal this accident might 
have proved, he jumped from the car- 
riage, broke the gun, which he greatly 
valued, to pieces and made a ſolemn 
vow, that this ſhould be the laſt ſporting _ 
ſhot of his life : which reſolution this . 
great man kept in the moſt ſacred man- 


12 ner. 


r 


ner. Even in his alſo, he became an 
example to all German princes: that 
during his whole reign, the peaſant and 
farmer never had the leaſt reaſon to com- 
plain of receiving any damage; which is 
almoſt unavoidable, in a country where 
the prince is fond of the chace. 


Lg 


. 


In the year 1741, the King wrote to 
Voltaire the following letter : 

I am afraid to write to you—for I 
have no other news to communicate, than 
what you do not much care about; or 
which you perhaps deteſt. If I were to 
tell you, for example, that people in dif- 
ferent parts of Germany had left their 
habitations, to break the necks of others, 
Whoſe names they are. ignorant of, and 
whom they go to ſearch out in remote 
. countries—Why ?—Becauſe their maſter. 
has entered into a league with ſome other 
| maſter and thoſe (mo have a mind to 


murder 


ar 
murder a third; Tou would no doubt 


2 


reply -What ſenſeleſs Fools, nay lunatics, 
muſt they be, to ſacrifice themſelves to 
gratify the caprice and fury of their ſaid 
maſters. Were I to tell you, that we 
are preparing, with the greateſt deliber- 
ation and attention, to deſtroy walls and 
edifices which have been erected with 
great expence: that we go to * reap, where 
* wedid not ſow ?; and, that we play the 
maſter where nobody is ſtrong enough to 
reſiſt us. You would exclaim—Ah! ye 
barbarians! ye murderers and incendi- 
aries | ye inhuman beings! * The unjuſt 
* ſhall never enter the kingdom of hea- 
„ven!“ Matt. ch. xii. v. 34. Now, 
ſince I ſee before hand what \you would 
anſwer me, I ſhall mention no more of 
this ; but only tell you that a man, of 
whom you may perhaps have heard under 
the name of the King of Pruflia, has 
been informed that the dominions of his 
ally have been deſtroyed by the queen 
21 6 9 
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of Hungary : for which reaſon; he has 
haſtened to his aſſiſtance; joined his 
troops with thoſe of the king of Poland; 
ventured an entrance into Lower Auſtria 
—and that after having ſucceeded herein, 
he hopes ſoon to vanquiſh the chief army 
of 'the Hungarian queen. This I call 
noble- mindedneſs, perhaps you will ſay; 


yet, notwithſtanding, my dear Voltaire, 


the firſt picture is a counterpart of the 
laſt. We mortals condemn in the even- 
ing of life, what we conſented to, or 
very likely ſtrove for, in the morning: 
and the ſun, which pleaſed us at his 
riſing, becomes burthenſome on his de- 
cline. Thence it happens, that a good 
name is ſoon acquired - ſoon loſt - ſoon 
revived: and yet we are fooliſh enough 
to contend for honor and fame, as long 
as we live. Can it be poſſible that we 
ſhould thus ſuffer ourſelves. to be again - 
and again deceived, ſince this has been 
diſcovered to be falſe coin; - 


LY 


Two 


Ld 
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Two days before the battle of -Zorndorff, 


an officer wrote the following letter: 


« Yeſterday the king entered with us 


into this town. He rode before the ca- 


valry, who followed him with drawn 


ſwords. None knew whether we were 


to ſtay here, or only to paſs through. 


When .the king came before the door of 
an houſe, wherein a clergyman's widow 
lived, he commanded the men to halt; 
ordered an adjutant to go in, and tell her 
he intended to lodge there. The widow 
appeared immediately; and, kneeling, 
ſaid, her habitation was too mean for the 
reception of ſo great a monarch—ſince 
ſhe had only a. few ſmall and inconye- 


"® 


Ode 


nient rooms. The king raiſed her from 


the ground, and ſaid in the moſt friendly 


manner, ſne might let him have the 


neareſt, as that would be eſteemed the 
beſt. She complied, and he entered the 
houſe. - Soon after he came out again, 
leaned on a poſt before the door, and 


* 


6166) 


commanded the troops to march. As 
they paſſed, we could diſtinctly hear 


5 / every ſhot fired againſt Cuſtrin. I ob- 


/ ſerved the king took a pinch-of ſnuff at 


r | almoſt every report: yet, through the 


uncommon firmnefs which marked the 
character of this incomparable hero, I 
could eaſily . perceive the ſenſations of 
Pity towards that unfortunate place, and 
the eager impatience he diſcovered to fly 
to its aſſiſtance. After the troops had 
entered their quarters, the king, prince 
Morice of Anhalt-Deſſau, and general 
Seidliz, eat a“ kalteſchale together. 
Orders for marching the following, morn- 
ing were next given: but, two hours after 
that, advices were brought by one of his 
Majeſty's ſpies, and we broke up at two 
in the morning. Till this time the king, 
pela feb 6 | together 


[ 

* A kind of caudle—wine and biſcuit, with 
lemons and ſugar : ora toaſt and beer, with nutmeg 
and ſugar; which is frequently eat in Germany 
during the ſummer ſeaſon. | 
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together with the ſaid noblemen, ſat 
writing on a ſmall round table, in his 
apartment; and, exactly at two o'clock, 
mounted his horſe again.— So little reſt 
had this guardian- angel, and avenger of 
his ſubjects wrongs: and we marched, 
uithout interruption, to Cuſtrin. 


— 


On the 18th June, 1757, happened 
the unfortunate battle near Collin. What- 
ever the moſt violent, the moſt ſteady 
heroiſm, and a diſciphne unequalled, 
animated by the remembrance of ſo many 
victories could do, the brave Pruſſians 
did. Seven times they repeated the at- 
tack. In none of their moſt glorious 5g 
battles did their courage ſhine forth with 
a brighter luſtre, At laſt, the king him- 
ſelf, at the head of his cavalry, ventured 
another furious attack. Nothing was 
left untried, but all without effect. The 
want of infantry ſufficiently numerous, 

Be 


U 


on a ſpot where the cavalry could not 
aſſiſt the want of heavy artillery the 
advantageous ſituation of the enemy 
the great ſuperiority of their numbers— 
their undaunted. courage—their | gallant 
leader count Daun, obliged the king to 
quit the field. Notwithſtanding the loſs 
of this battle (which the king, according 
to his own confeffion, had drawn upon 


himſelf), his glory, in the eyes of all in- 


telligent men, became the more exalted, 
by the generous candour with which he 
acknowledged his error by the firmneſs 
with which he braved his misfortune— 
and the aſtoniſhing maſter-ſtrokes of 
genius and heroiſm whereby he knew 
how to repair this loſs. How free his 
great and undaunted ſoul remained after 
all, is clearly ſhewn in a letter which he 
. wrote'to the lord marſhal; and which 
contains, at once, every thing that could 
be ſaid to the praiſe of the conqueror, 
and as an apology for the conquered. 
e | « The 
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« The imperial grenadiers are an in- 
comparable corps. An hundred com- 
panies defended a hill which my beſt in- 
fantry could not make themſelves maſters 
of. Ferdinand, their leader, renewed the 
attack ſeven times, but in vain. The 
firſt time he took a battery, but was not 
able to keep it. The enemy had the ad- 
vantage of a numerous and well-ſerved 


 - artillery, which does honor to Lichten- 


ſtein, I had too little infantry ; my whole 
cavalry were preſent and ſtood idle, ex- 
cepting one ſingle attack, which I ven- 
tured with my gens d' armes, and a few 
pieces of cannon. Ferdinand advanced 
without a ſhot; but the enemy, on the 
contrary, did not ſpare their fire. They 
poſſeſſed two hills, two intrenchments, 
and an aſtoniſhing heavy artillery. Some 
of my regiments were ſhot into one maſs. 
Henry did wonders. I tremble to think 
of my brothers they are too daring. I 
mult have more infantry, Fortune, my 

f | dear- 
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dear lord, inſpires us often with a per- 
nicious confidence. Three and twenty 
battalions were not ſufficient to drive 
60,000 men from an advantageous ſitu- 
ation. Another time we will manage 
better—dame fortune turned her back 
on me that day. I might have expected 
it—ſhe is a woman, and I am no gallant 
—ſhe has declared for the ladies, who 
carry on war againſt me. What do you 
ſay to this confederacy againſt the mar- 
quis of Brandenburg? How would the 
great Frederick Wilham be aſtoniſhed, 
were he to fee his nephew engaged 
againſt the Ruſſians, Auſtrians, almoſt 
the whole German empire, and 100,000 
Frenchmen! I know not whether it will 
be a ſhame for me to'be vanquiſhed; but 
this 1 know—it will be no honor to con- 
quer me. 


- 


© The king's behaviour in this ſituation, 
difarms the rigid cenſurer, and multiplies 
5 the 


| the number of his admirers. One can. 
| not hear the homo ſum,” &c. from the 


lips of a great man, without. partici- 
. pating it. 


He was ever ready to render juſtice to 
every one who had the ſmalleſt claim to 
it. After the battle near Zorndorff, the 
Engliſh envoy, Sir Andrew Mitchell, 
ſaid to him“ Heaven has granted 
your majeſty another. glorious day.“ 
«© Without Seidliz,” replied the monarch, 
it would have been a gloomy one.“ 


14 a 
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on another ocaſion; whek his firua: 
tion was alſo very critical, he wrote in a 
jeſt to the above . 


Is not he a very extraordinary ä 
knight who feeds 80, ooo men at my ex- 
pence? Among all my knights he is the 
only one who takes ſuch a liberty. If 


every 


. 

every knight of the garter was to do the 
ſame, your England, although it is En- 
gland, would be very ſoon devoured 
by them. Pray endeayour to make mine 
a little more reaſonable; and tell him, it 
is contrary to all the laws of chivalry, 
for a knight to ſwallow W the maſter of 
the ee | 22 


The perſon here alluded to, was the 
emperor peter the third, who was of the 
king's own order of the Blact Eagle. On 
his acceſſion to the throne of Ruſſia, his 
ſentiments ſeemed doubtful to the king, 
as he could ſcarcely ſuppoſe he would 
relinquiſh the ſyſtem of his predeceſſors; 
although the emperor, when grand duke, 
had often ſhewn marks of his eſteem for 


- the king; as all his enemies did, who 


were not embittered againſt him by a 
perſonal enmity. Of this the prince 
Eſterhaſi gave an evident proof at Sans- 
ſouci, where he had the chief command. 
N In 


3 
In the year 1760, when the Auſtrians 
had beſieged the regal reſidence, he pro- 
tected this famous dwelling of the royal 
philoſopher, like a ſanctuary, from all 
violation. When he viewed the palace, 
he only aſked, which of the portraits moſt 


_ reſembled the king? and when ſhewn it, 


he begged permiſſion to take it, together 
with two of the king's flutes, on which 

he uſed moſt frequently to play; in 
order to keep them in remembrance 
of him. | 
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During the ſiege of Schweidnitz, the 
king was diffatis{ :d with his-engineers— 
ſpoke very ſharp to the captain of the 


corps near the trenches—and ar laft, with 


a ſevere tone, ſaid, Go to the devil.” 
The officer went away filent; but the 
king called him back, and ſaid, Finiſh 
the ſiege firſt, and then take yourſelf 


off.“ Without hefitation the officer an- 


ſwered, 


= 6 
= 
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ſwered, I very humbly thank your 
majeſty for the favor—you permit me 


to have an arm or a leg ſhot off, before I 


quit your ſervice; but I ſhall have oc- 


caſion for both, in order to ſave your 


majeſty the expence of having me car- 


ried out of your dominions.“ The king, 


inſtead of being diſpleaſed at this free 


reply, laughed at it; ordered him to 
continue his buſineſs, and made him a 
bandſome "_ 5 


— 
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When in the year 17 57, the Auſtrians 
took the above place, after a ſiege from 
the 12th of October till the 27th of 
November, which was carried on with 
the greateſt difficulties and loſſes, and | 
made the Pruſſian garriſon, conſiſting of 
4000 men, priſoners of war, an aCccl- 
dent happened, which in reſpect to that 


enthuſiaſm with which the Pruſſian troops 


were animated towards their great king, 
893 k 0 18 


( 145 ) | 
is a moſt remarkable one. The garriſori 
although priſoners, were very much dif- 
| pleaſed with a capitulation that prevented 
them from ſerving their king and coun- 
try. When the Auftrians were condu&- 
ing them to their quarters, they heard, by 


mere accident, of the victory the king 


had obtained near Roſbach. Fired by 
theſe tidings, they fell as it were, with 
one mind and one hand, upon the Au- 
ſtrian eſcorte, which, not being very 


ſtrong, they quickly diſperſed. After 


having effected their deliverance in this 
manner, they marched on without know- 
ing where, in hopes of meeting a body 
of their own troops. Their good fortune 
conducted them to that part of their 
army which the king himſelf commanded. 
Great was the joy on both ſides at this 
unexpected meeting: and the more ſo, 


on the ſide of the priſoners, who were en- 


tirely unacquainted with the king's march 
towards Sileſia, 1 was certainly a 


maſter on 


— — ——ũ— 


of the fortifications, have been ſurpriſed. 


( als) 


maſter ſtroke of prudence and expecta- 
tion. Welcome my brave children !” ex- 


claimed the king. This happy- accident 


ſeemed to be the lucky forerunner of a 
victory, which the king ſoon afterwards 


obtained near the city of Leuthen. 


— 


| „ 


In the year 1761, when Schweidnitz fell 
a ſecond time into the hands of the Au- 
ſtrians, which, conſidering the ſtrength of 
its fortifications, was unaccountably and 
haſtily given up: the King, in the firſt 
emotion which this extraordinary and 
diſagreeable news raiſed in his mind, was 


* inclined to accuſe the governor of trea- 


chery ; but he was too noble minded to 


harbour ſuch an idea long, againſt an 


officer who had hitherto ſerved him with 
fidelity, and who might, in a manner un- 
known to the king, and unexpected by 
general von Zaſtrow, commanding officer 


On 


1 


On a ſudden he compoſed himſelf, and, 
ſmiling, ſaid, This is a fatal ſtroke; 
we muſt endeavour to repair it.” He 
wrote to general Zaſtrow, thus: You 
write to me, what Francis the firſt 
wrote to his mother after the battle of 
Pavia We have loft all except our 
* honor.” © But, ſince I cannot conceive 
how this affair could happen, I ſuſpend my 
Judgement : this is a very extraordinary 
accident undoubtedly.” He kept his 
word, and made amends by aſtoniſhing 
exertions and manceuvres—he gave life to 
all, he was the ſoul of all. The celebra- 
ted Engliſhman, Mr. Burke, ſaid of him, 
that He alone knew how to repair thou- 


ſands of faults, and to obviate thouſands 
of events. 


During the defence of the fortreſs of 
Cuſtrin, fome great blunders were com- 
_ mitted, As the commander apologized 


K 2 | for 
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for the ſame; the king replied, with the 
greateſt tranquility, diveſted of all cha- 
grin— The fault is mine; why did I * 
appoint you as goveftior.” 


It is well known, the king, in the ſeven 


years war, did not only ſhare all dangers, 


but even the inconvenience of a common 


ſoldier. One time he marched with 


his grenadier guards till very late at 


night At laſt they halted; the king diſ- 


mounted, and ſaid : © Grenadiers, it is a 


cold night, therefore light a fire.” This 


was done immediately. The king wrapped 
himſelf up in his blue cloak, fat down on 
a few pieces of wood near the fire, and 
the ſoldiers placed themſelves around 
him: at laſt, general Ziethen came, and 
took his place alſo on a bundle of wood. 
Both were extremely fatigued, and fell 
gently to ſleep: but the king very often 
* his eyes; and, as he perceived 
Ziethen 
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Ziethen had ſlipped off his ſcat, and that 
a grenadier was placing a faggot under 
his head for a pillow, he ſaid, with a low : 
voice, Bravo! The old gentleman is 
fatigued.” Soon afterwards, a grenadier 
got up half aſleep, in order to light his 
pipe by the fire, but careleſsly touched 
the general's foot. The good king, who 
was glad to ſee Ziethen take a little reſt, 
aroſe ſuddenly, waved his hand, and 
whiſperingly ſaid, . Hiſt grenadier! Take 
care not to wake the general, he is very 
drowſy.” This officer once fell into a doze 
at the king's table ; as ſome one preſent 
made a motion to rouſe him, the king 
faid, „Let him ſleep—he has watched 
long enough that we might reſt. "4 


' 24.44 ae ti 


After having taken Breſlau, he wrote - 
to the empreſs queen, and mentioned the - 
laſt victory near 2 in the following 
manner: 


( 150 -) 


It is true your majeſty reaped ſome 
advantages in Sileſia, but they were of 
ſhort duration. The remembrance of the 
laſt battle, wherein ſo much blood was 
ſpilt, fills me with horror. I have pro- 
fited by my victory, and taken Breſlau. 
I hope alſo to get Schweitdnitz again into 
my power. Conſider this, my couſin, 
and learn to know whom to confide in. 
You ſee the ruin that hangs over your 
country; that you are the cauſe of ſo 
much blood being ſhed; and, that after 
all, you will not be able to ſubdue him; 
whom if you had made your friend as 
much as he is your near relation, you 
would have made all Europe tremble. 
I write this from the inmoſt feelings of 
my heart, and wiſh it may make ſome 
- impreſſion on your's. But if you will 
urge matters to the utmoſt, I will try all 
my powers will permit me. If your con- 
federates affiſt you, as they ſhould do, I 
ſee my ruin before hand: but it will juſ- 

2 oa | | tify - 
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tify me in having endeavoured to ſave a. 
fellow prince and elector from oppreſſion, 
in having refuſed to aſſiſt in aggrandizing 
the houſe of Bourbon, though obliged 
thereby to contend with two empreſſes and 
three kings, ; 


——_ 


His reluctance to continue a de- 
ſtructive war, is alſo evinced by a letter 
written to king Staniſlaus, of Poland, on 
his having offered the city of Nancy as 
the place of convention for the mediators 
of peace. | 


Dear fir and brother, 


« I receive your offer with the utmoſt | 
gratitude, and would willingly accept the 
ſame. All affairs under your majeſty's 
inſpection muſt end in ſucceſs. But it is 

not every one who feels ſuch pacific ſen- 


timents, The courts of Vienna and Pe- 
terſburg 
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terſburg have rejected the propoſitions 
made by the king of England and me, in 
a peculiar manner: perhaps the above 
courts may be able to perſuade the king 
of France alſo, to the continuation of a 
war in which they promiſe themſelves the 
happieſt ſucceſs. All the blood that is 
to flow, they alone will be guilty of. If 
all the princes, like your majeſty, liſtened 
to the voice of humanity, goodneſs, and 
juſtice, the world would be no longer a 
theatre of devaſtation and murder. 


J am, with ſentiments of the higheſt 
_ eſteem and ſincereſt friendſhip,” dear fir 
and brother, 


F Your majeſty's good brother, 
© FREDERICK” 


A A Sileſian nobleman and a prieſt, near 
S., planned a ſcheme to ſeize the 


king 


6 , 


king at his head quarters, and deliver him 


into the hands of the Auſtrians. This 


propoſal was liſtened to. The king's 
head quarters were at a houſe ſome diſ- 
tance from any other; and, as uſual, with 
but few men to guard it. Baron Wark- 
otſch (which was the nobleman's name) 
frequently viſited the king, and was gra- 
ciouſly received; yet he planned this horri- 
ble ſcheme, and correſponded, through the 
medium of the ſaid prieſt, Schmidt, with 
an Auſtrian officer, reſpecting the method 
of executing it. . This correſpondence, 
and ſome meetings of the parties, cre- 
ating ſuſpicion in the baron's huntſman, 
he opened a letter with which he was ſent 
to the prieſt, in the night of the 29th of 
November; and thereby diſcovering the 
' Plot, he went directly to the king with 
the ſame, An officer was immediately 
diſpatched to arreſt the traitors, but they 
eſcaped through Be window of a back 
room, 
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room, near which a ſaddle horſe was 
waiting for the baron, who thus loſt his 
honor and his eſtates. When the Pruſſian 
officer reported his ill ſucceſs to the king, 
he was no farther puniſhed for his neg- 
ligence than with. the following repri- 
mand: Return to your corps; you 
are an incapable perſon, and ſhall no 
more be employed on ſimilar occaſions.”? 


As the king had ever an horror againſt 
thoſe bloody puniſhments which the law 
inflis on high treaſon, the eſcape of the 
traitors was certainly not diſagreeable to 
him. According to the ſentence, their 
effigies were to be quartered, *© That 
may be done for what I care;” ſaid the 
king, on the ſentence being laid before 
him to ſign, for the portraits are pro- 
bably as worthleſs as their originals.” 


When 
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When Staniſlaus Auguſtus, in the year 
1764, ſucceeded to the Poliſh throne, he 
received letters of congratulation from 
every court. The moſt remarkable of 


all, was that of the King of Pruſſia, which 


this maſter in the art of government wrote 
to him with his own hand: and nothing 
can be more glorious, more intereſting, 
than the communication of ſuch ſenti- 


ments in a correſpondence between ſove- 
reigns. | | 


« Your majeſty is to conſider, that, 
ſince you have obtained your crown by 


election, and not by birth, the world will 


be more attentive to your actions than to 
thoſe of any other prince of Europe. 
And this is but juſt, ſince the latter is 


only the effect of conſanguinity. From 


ſuch a one no more is expected, though 
much more might be wiſhed, than what 
men are naturally endowed with but 

from 
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from one who has been exalted above his 
el, from a ſubject to a king; from 
5 one who has been voluntarily elected to 
reign over thoſe who choſe him, every 
thing is expected which may contribute 
to the honor and ornament of a crown. 
Gratitude towards his people, is the firſt 
virtue of ſuch a monarch : for, next to 
Providence, he is indebted to them for 


dis royalty, A king by birth, who acts 


inconſiſtently with his character, is a ſa- 
tire upon himſelf only: but a king by 
election, whoſe conduct is unworthy of 
his dignity, diſgraces his ſubjects alſo. 
Your majeſty, I hope, will pardon this 
warmth, which is the effect of ſincere 


eſteem: The moſt amiable part of the 


picture, is not ſo much a leſſon of what 


you thould be, as it is a prediction 1 
what you will be, &c. os 


"Js 
The king's ſpeech, delivered to his 
generals 0 on the ;th of April 1778, after 
the 


( 157 ) 
the review, and on the point of begih- 
ing the war reſpecting the . 


ſucceſſion, was as follows: 


0 Sn 


4 have called you together, th a 
purpoſe in which we are all equally con- 
cerned. Moſt of you have, like me, 
ſerved long: and our hair has become 
grey in the ſervice of our country. We 
all remember the dangers, troubles, and 
glory, we have partaken together. I 
doubt not but you all, like me, abhor 
the ſhedding of blood—yet the danger 
which at preſent threatens our dominions, 
makes it not only a duty, but an una- 
voidable neceſſity, to lay hold of the 
moſt expeditious and effectual means to 
diſperſe the ſtorm that gathers over us; 
which may otherwiſe ſhower down ruin 
on our heads. I truſt entirely to your 
well known zeal, ſo gloriouſly ſhewn in 
the ſervice of your country; which I ſhall 
| n 
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acknowledge with the utmoſt pleaſure 
throughout my life. But above all, I 
recommend to you, and enjoin it as a law, 
to treat your enemies with humanity, in 
whatever ſituations they may be; and to 
pay an unremitting attention to ſtrict diſ- 
cipline in the corps under your command. 
I do not wiſh to travel with the pomp of 
a king; for you all know I have no plea- 
ſure in rich equipages; but my growing 
age and infirmities render me unable to 
ride on horſeback, as it was my cuſtom 
to do: therefore 1 ſhall be obliged to 
make uſe of a poſt-chaiſe—but on the 
day of battle you ſhall ſee me, as uſual, 
on my horſe,” 


„ 


6 


Amongſt the numberleſs benefactions 
the king beſtowed in his dominions, re- 
building the city of Greifenberg, which 
had been deſtroyed by fire, deſerves 
greatly to be mentioned, The inhabit- 


ants - 
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ants hearing of his paſſing through 
Hirſchberg, ſent deputies to thank him 
for this great favor. You need not 
thank me,“ replied the good monarch, 
<« for it is my duty to aſſiſt my unfor- 
tunate ſubjets—I was born for that 
purpoſe!ꝰ | 


The preſent inſpector, Mylius, in 
Fehrbellin, found, among ſundry manu- 
ſcripts left him by :his father, a con- 
ſiderable note of hand given him by the 
king when he was heir apparent. He 
reſolved to ſend it directly to his majeſty, 
accompanied with the following letter : 
The incloſed I found with my father's 
papers. I know not whether the de- 
ſtruction of the bill has been neglected 
by miſtake, or how it is otherwiſe cir- 
cumſtanced; but I leave it entirely to 
your majeſty's diſpoſal, &c.” The king, 
who was doubtleſs pleaſed with this fine 

| turn, 


1 — . 


is impoſſible for me to attend to all, ſuch 


| 
| 
| 
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% 
turn, anſwered the eccleſiaſtic with the 


Ekindeſt expreſſions, and ſaid, He very 


well recollected the receipt of the money; 
although there might be an error reſpect- 
ing the bill, it would be more reaſonable 


for him to bear the loſs than any body 


elſe; for which reaſon he had given or- 


ders for the principal to be paid, to- 
gether with the intereſt.” 


During the king's laſt journey to 
Pruſſia, in the year 1784, the preſident, 
von Maſſau, had a gracious and affecting 
audience with his majeſty. The chief 


maatter of the converſation was as fol- 


lows: I have made you a preſident; 
it is proper for me to be acquainted with 


you perſonally. I am truly the higheſt 


juſticiary in my dominions: but ſince it 


perſons as you, are to do juſtice to others. 
There is much for me to anſwer for- and 
| l 
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one day an account muſt be rendered, 
not only of the ills I have committed, 
but alſo of the good which I may have 
neglected. You muſt do the ſame ;— 
you muſt, therefore, be thoroughly im- 
partial, and do juſtice without the leaſt 
reſpect to perſons; whether prince, noble- 
man, or peaſant. Attend to this, or we 
ſhall ſoon have done with each other.— 
Have you an eſtate?“ „ No, your ma- 


jeſty.“ Will you buy one?” „I have 


no money, ſire.“ Very well then, you 
know what it is to be poor, and will be 
a better father to the diſtreſſed,” 


— — 


2 


The magiſtrate of a little village, in 
the marquiſate of Brandenburg, com- 
mitted a burgher to priſon, who was 


charged with having blaſphemed God. 


the king, and the magiſtrate. The bur- 
gomaſter reported the ſame- to the king, 
in order to know what puniſhment ſuch | 

* L a crim- 
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2 criminal deſerved. The following Gil | 
tence was written by his majeſty in the 
margin: 5 


That the priſoner has blaſphemed 
| God, is a ſure proof he does not know 
| 3 him; that he has blaſphemed me, I wil- 
lingly forgive; but for having blaſphemed 
| the magiſtrate, he ſhall be puniſhed in 
an exemplary manner, and committed 
to Spandau“ for balf an bour.- ä 
FRED ERICK.“ 


8 


„ and 


In a church of one of the Roman 

.. catholic cities in Sileſia, it was frequently 

obſerved, that, of the offerings brought 

# to the Virgin Mary, ſeveral were miſſing. 

a8 After many. endeavours to find out the 

| thief, the clerk noticed a ſoldier, who 
£2 I IR Fe Was 


| „This is a famous fortification, where ſtate pri- 
ſoners and criminals are uſually incarcerated. 
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was generally the firſt and the laft perſon 
in the church. He was therefore ſtopt, 
and ſome things offered were found upon 
him. Notwithſtanding this, he denied 
the theft, and boldly afferted, that the 
Virgin Mary, to whom he always applied 
when in want, had, in the night time, 
brought theſe pieces of ſilver to his 
lodgings. This ſubterfuge was nor liſt- 
ened to; 'but a court martial adjudged 
him to a ſevere puniſhment. When the 
ſentence was laid before the king for 
confirmation, he ordered enquiry to be 
made, of ſome of the catholic eccleſi- 
aſtics, whether, according to the doc- 
trines of their church, ſuch a caſe was ta 
be allowed poſſible. The anſwer was 
unanimous—< Miracles, though they 
happened but ſeldom, are not impoſ- 
ſible,” Whereupon the king wrote un- 
der the ſentence: © The pretended cri- 
minal is abſolved from puniſhment while 
he perſiſts in denying the theft; as, ac- 

F  -  ._ 


( 1649) 


cording to the declaration of theologiſts 


of his own perſuaſion, ſuch a miracle is 


not deemed impoſſible. But, for the 


future, I forbid him, on pain of the 
ſevereſt puniſhment, ever to -accept any 


thing, either from the Virgin Mary, or 


from any other ſaint whatever. 
| FREDERICK.” 


— 


— 


After the king had recovered from a 
fit of ſickneſs, one of the principal am- 
baſſadors had received orders from his 
court, to compliment the monarch on 
the occaſion. His majeſty replied, © I 
am obliged to your maſter for the con- 
cern he has been pleaſed to take reſpect- 
ing the ſituation of my health. With 
regard to the empire, and its patriotic 


Princes, the favourable ſentiments of the 


latter, from the greateſt to the leaſt, I well 

know; as alſo, how much reaſon they 

have to wiſh my health and life. Mean- 
5 while, 


— 
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while, it is a great conſolation and relief 
to me, in my old age, to know, that 
when and wherever I ceaſe to be, Fre- 
derick William will be my ſucceſſor.” 


The following letter was written by 
the monarch, after this illneſs, to the 
celebrated Mr. d' Alembert. 


« This time, my dear d'Alembert, I 
may boaſt of good luck: if you love me, 
you have reaſon to rejoice at my happy - 
eſcape from the grave. The gout made 
fourteen ſevere attacks upon me; it re- 
quired much firmneſs and natural ſtrength 
to encounter ſo many painful relapſes. 
Once more do I live for myſelf—my' 
people—my friends—and ſomewhat for 
the ſciences :—for I muſt confeſs, ſo much 
wretched ſtuff as you have ſent me from 
France, has ruined my taſte for reading. 
I am an old man, and it would little be- 
come me to waſte my time with ſuch 

1 adlers: 


b 
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idlers:—I love ſolidity, and if my paſt 


years were to come over again, I ſhould 


become an apoſtate from a Frenchman, 


and take to the ſide of the Engliſh and 


Germans. I have ſeen many things my 
dear d'Alembert—have experienced that 
popiſh ſoldiers wear my uniform; that 
jeſuits have taken me for their general; 
and that Voltaire writes like an old wo- 
man. You muſt not expect news from 
me: a philoſopher like you does not con- 
cern himſelf much about politics; and my 
academy 1s too old to furniſh you with 
any thing conſiderable. I have declared 
war againſt law ſuits for the ſecond time; 


and ſhould be prouder than a Perſeus if 


it were in my power to ſlay this monſter, 
before the end of my career. You have 
a very good king, dear d'Alembert ; re- 
ceive my congratulations thereon. A 
wiſe and virtuous monarch, inſpires more 
awe than a warlike one. I hope to ſee 
you with me the enſuing ſpring. | 
* FREDERICK,” 
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Two of the principal generals, in the 
beginning of the year 17855, laid the lifts 
of the augmentation of the troops before 
the king: on which he ſaid, © However 
hearty I may look, gentlemen, the re- 
lapſes of my weak ſtate of health are 
ſo often, quick, and various, that they 
make me dread every one to be the laſt, 
— Meanwhile, every thing is regulated. 
The manceuvres, which in the month of 
May are to be made at Berlin, ſhall now 
be delivered to you; and if not quite 
confined to my bed, at the time ap- 
pointed, I ſhall throw myſelf into my 
travelling chariot, and take upon me the 
review at the head of my army—that all 
foreigners may be furniſhed with an op- 
portunity of convincing themſelyes of 
my health and welfare,” 


— —_— — 0 
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The king was ever remarkably kind 
to his ſervants; of which he gave ſuffi- 
cient 
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cient proof in his laſt illneſs. One night 
he awoke, called the ſervant in waiting 
from the anti-chamber, and aſked what 
time it was. Paſt two o'clock, your 
majeſty.” *<© Very early yet,” ſaid the 
king, I cannot ſleep—ſee whether any 


of my people are awake, but do not 


diſturb them, for they are fatigued: - if 
- you ſhould find Newmann (his chamber 
huffar) awake, tell him you believe the 


king will ſoon riſe—but break no one 's 
reſt.” 


In this laſt illneſs, the king endured 
many reſtleſs nights: it was his cuſtom to 
converſe with the ſervant who fat up with 
bim, by way of entertainment. He ſaid, 
one night, “I cannot enjoy the leaſt re- 
poſe - do relate ſomething to me.“ The 
poor ſervant, an honeſt young Pomeranian, 
was doubtleſs at a loſs how to amuſe. 
the king, wherefore he kindly furniſhed 
him with a ſubject, by aſking, «< From 
whence 
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whence do you come?” . From a little 
village in lower Pomerania.” © Are your 
parents living?“ “ An aged mother.” 
« How does ſhe maintain herſelf?” By 
ſpinning.” © How much does ſhe gain 
daily by it?” „“ Sixpence.” But ſhe 
cannot live well on that?“ In Pomerania 
it is cheap living,” “Did you never ſend 
her any thing?“ © O yes! I have ſent 
her at different times a few dollars.” 
„That was bravely done, you are a 
good boy. Tou have a deal of trouble 
with me —have patience—I ſhall endea- 
vour to lay ſomething by for you, if 
you behave well.“ Thus the conver- 
ſation ended. A few nights after, it being 
again the Pomeranian's turn to ſit up with 
the king, he called him to his bedſide, 
and ſaid. Look in that window, and 
you will find ſomething which I have 
laid by for you.” The lad ſeeing many 
pieces of gold, was doubtful whether to 
take them all: at laſt he went to the 
| king, 


. 


king, with two in his hand, and ſaid, 
„Am I to have theſe?” © Yes,” replied 
the good monarch, * all of them, and 
your mother has received ſome likewiſe.” 
The boy on enquiry heard, to his great 
Joy and ſurpriſe, ſhe had 100 rix dollars 
ſettled on her for life. 


His majeſty being incognito at Amſter- 
dam, wiſhed to ſpeak to a banker, who 
was to pay him a conſiderable ſum of 
money. He therefore went to his houſe ; 
but not finding him at home, the bank- 
er's wife ſaid he would ſoon be back, and 
if he choſe he might wait in the par- 
' Jour: the door of which ſhe opened. 
The king, who did not diſcover himſelf 
to the lady, accepted her propoſal ; but 
vas not in the leaſt aware of the compli- 


ment he was going to receive: for ſhe 


begged him to leave his ſhoes at the door.“ 
os The 


A euſtom in all the elegant houſes in Holland. 
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The king, ſcraped and wiped them as 
clean as poſſible ; but all in vain, he was 
at laſt obliged to ſubmit to the ceremony. 
The lady was not polite enough to ſtay 
with him till her huſband returned, which 
was ſhortly after, and who was much 


| aſtoniſhed to ſee the monarch under his 


roof: but was near ſinking with ſhame, 
when he ſaw him without his ſhoes. 
Throwing himſelf on his knees, to beg par- 
don for his wife: © Heavens, why did not 
your majeſty diſcover yourſelf??? „Quite 
the contrary,” ſaid the king, I took pains 
not to do it: for the King of Pruſſia him- 
ſelf, could not have releaſed me rom 
this little ceremony.” In this he was not 
deceived. The banker's wife was called. 
„What have you done, exclaimed the huſ⸗- 
band?” informing her of the quality of his 
viſitor. ©* Down on your knees, and beg 
pardon for your rudeneſs.” Well, ſays 
the, I cannot help it: kings and queens 
muſt ſubmit don't I pull off my ſhoes, 

| although 
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although the miſtreſs of the apartment ?” 
« You are perfe&ly right, madam,” an- 
ſwered this beſt of kings. Now, my dear 
fir, are you convinced? I was certain that 
my ſubmiſſion, and keeping incognito, 
would fave the King of Pruſſia from 
diſgrace.” 


„„ 


The world will be ſurpriſed at the im- 
pudence of one of his majeſty's ſervants; 
but much more fo, at his maſter's cle- 
mency. The fellow had behaved ſo much 
amiſs, that the king gave him a box on 
the ear, which a little diſcompoſed his 
hair: upon which the man placed himſelf 
immediately before the looking glaſs to 
put himſelf in order. Villain,” ſaid the 
king, how dare you to do that in my pre- 
ſence ?” „ Pleaſe your majeſty, I did not 
wiſh the people in the antichamber ſhould 
ſee what had paſſed between us.” The 
15 | king 
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king laughed, and left the apartment 
without ſaying a word. 


— C_ 


* 
— 
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Our hero was a great friend to, and 
very fond of children, The young 
princes, von *, had always free acceſs 
to him. One day writing in his cabinet, 
where the eldeſt of them was playing with 
a ball, it happened to fall on the table; 
the king threw it on the floor, and wrote 
on: preſently after, the ball fell again on 
the table; he threw it away once more, 
and caft a ſerious look on the child ; who 
promiſed to be more careful, and conti- 
nued his play. At laſt the ball unfortu- 
nately fell on the very paper on which 
the king was writing ; who, being a little 
out of humour, put the ball in his pocket. 
The little prince humbly begged pardon; 
and entreated to have his ball again, 
which was refuſed. He continued ſome 
time praying in a very pitious manner, 

but 
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but all in vain. At laſt, grown tired of 
aſking, he placed himſelf before his ma- 
jeſty, put his little hand to his ſide, and 
faid, with a menacing look and tone, 
“Do you chuſe, fire, to reſtore the ball or 
not?” The king ſmiled, took the ball 
from his pocket, and gave it the prince, 
with. theſe words: Thou art a brave 
fellow—Sileſia will never be retaken whilſt 
thou art alive.” 


Although the king uſed 'to tax the va- 
nity of his ſubjects in a certain degree, 
by granting titles for money, yet he 
_ deemed this vanity ridiculous. Thoſe 
whom this judge of genuine merit, did 
really ennoble, at his free will and plea- 
ſure, might certainly be proud of the 
ſame : but how much he valued the pur- 
chaſers of honors, is evinced by the fol- 
lowing example.—A merchant in drugs, 
&c. reſiding at Breſlau, preſented a peti- 

| . tion 
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tion in the year 1746, for the rene wal of 
his nobility, as he ſuppoſed himfelf de- 
ſcended from an ancient and noble fa- 
mily in Milan, which he alledged to have 
reſided at Graubunden for the two laſt 
centuries, His majeſty wrote on the mar- 
gin of the petition, © Apparement que 
monſieur Galbanum a fait cette genealogie 
vous auriez pu vous contenter de ce refus 
que j'ai fait à ce marchand de Pannoblir : 
deſque les payſans veulent devenir gentils- 
homme, les marchands barons: qui cul- 
tivera les terres et qui fera la negoce?” 
Apparently, ſome John-a-Noakes has in- 
vented this pedigree. You may be ſatisfied 
with my refuſal of ennobling this tradeſ- 
man. F the farmers Become gentlemen, 
and the tradeſmen barons, who is to | 


cultivate the land, and who is to carry on 
trade? 


FREDERICK.” 


General 
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General Zaremba poſſeſſed a poliſh 
name of -an extraordinary length. The 
king hearing of it, aſked him one day— 
Pray general, how do you properly call 
yourſelf?” The general having mentioned 
his long name“ Hum,” ſays the king, 
<« The devil himſelf was never called in 
this manner.“ No wonder, your ma- 
jeſty,” replied Zaremba, he is not of my 


f Family.“ 


* 
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